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Summary of Contents. 
Overseas Trade in January. (Page 194.) 


Imports into the United Kingdom last month were 
larger in value than those of any month since the end 
of 1920; exports were rather below those of Decem- 
ber, but well above those of a year ago and of the 1924 
monthly average. 


British West Indies. (Page 195.) . 
Mr. J. L. Wilson Goode, H.M. Trade Commis- 


sioner, reviews in his Annual Report on the British 
West Indies (dated 30th June last) the depression in 
the old staple industries of these Colonies and the 
efforts which are being made, not only to revive them, 
but to develop new sources of wealth. The principal 
competitors of the United Kingdom in trade with the 
West Indies are the United ‘ates, and, in some 
directions, Canada. 





Wholesale Prices in Siemare. (Page 196.) 


A rise on the month equivalent to a half of one per 
cent. is shown in the Index Number of Wholesale 
Prices, which is returned at 171:0 for January, as 
compared with 170°1 in December and 165°4 a year 
ago. 


United States Tariff Commission Report. (Page 197.) 
The Eighth Annual Report of the United States 


Tariff Commission has been received. The Report is 
of particular interest as it deals with the first investi- 
gations conducted through the Commission’s European 
headquarters in Berlin, and with the results of en- 
quiries under the flexible tariff provisions of the Tariff 
Act of 1922. 


Canadian Trade and Sadactry i in 1924. (Page 201.) 


Many heads of Canadian businesses report that last 
year’s results were somewhat disappointing, while the 
output of some industries and the volume of new con- 
struction work showed decreases from the previous 
year. An optimistic view, however, is taken as regards 
1925. 


Distribution of French Trade. (Page 202.) 

Decreased imports from the United Kingdom, but 
much larger imports from both Germany and the 
United States were among the features of last year’s 
French trade. At the same time France increased the 
value of her exports to all the leading countries. 


Last Year’s Swedish Timber Trade. (Page 202.) 


The chief causes of the slump in Swedish timber 
prices after the first quarter of last year are briefly 
reviewed. 








New Capital Issues in January. (Page 203.) 


According to Midland Bank statistics issues of new 
capital last month amounted to £20 millions as com- 
pared with £114 millions in January, 1924, £21 
millions in the first month of 1923, and £424 millions 
in January, 1922. 





Shipping Movements at British Ports. (Page 203.) 
December arrivals were 21 per cent. below 
November tonnage in the foreign trade and 2°5 per 
cent. smaller in the coasting trade, while departures 
showed reductions on the month of 1°3 and 1°6 per 
cent. respectively. 


British Railway Traffic in November. (Page 204.) 
Passenger journeys taken on British railways 
in November last showed a decrease of 1'1 per 
cent. as compared with November, 1923, and receipts 
therefrom were 1°3 per cent. smaller. Goods traffic 
was 83 per cent. less in tonnage and receipts from it 
marked a decline of 5°3 per cent. 


Sale of Austro-Hungarian and Turkish Shares. 

(Page 209.) 

Sale by auction of certain Austro-Hungarian rail- 
way shares by the Reparations Commission has been 
postponed until 20th February. Meantime, further 
particulars of the Turkish and Anatolian shares to be 
offered on the 18th have been received. 
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The Basie of Trade. 


COAL. 








WEEKLY OUTPUT AND EMPLOYMENT 
FIGURES. 


We give below a statement of the coal output and 
the number of wage earners at the mines of Great 
Britain for the week ended Ist February, together 
with comparative figures for the previous week. The 


output for the corresponding week of 1924 was 


5,244,900 tons :— 
































Week ended Week ended 
24th January. Ast February. 
Districts, ns v7: deel - 
age age 
Output. Earners. Outpat. | Earners 
Tons. Tons. | 
Northumberland 291,500 57,900 | 272,400 | 68,100 
Durham 734,300 | 157,500 | 725,200 | 157,900 
Yorkshire ... 997,200 | 188,300 | 991,700 | 188,200 
Lancashire, Cheshire | 
and North Wales.. 465,300 | 122,600 | 474,400 122,300 
Derby, N ottingham | 
and Leicester ...| 719,000 | 134,000 | 711,100 134,800 
Stafford, Salop, Wor- | 
cester and Warwick | 398,700 | 93,300 | 411,100 93,100 
South Wales and | 
Monmouthshire .. 1, 000,800 | 223,700 |1,009,300 224,100 
Other English Dis- | | | 
tricts* .-- | 107,600 26,400 | 107,800 26,400 
Scotland a . 712,600 | 135,400 | 731,200 136,100 
Total 1,139,100 |5,434,200 1, 141,000 














* Including Cumberland, Westmorland, Gloucester. Somerset 
and Kent. 





FIFTY-TWO WEEKS’ SUMMARY. 
The total production weekly of coal since 2nd 
February, 1924, is given below: — 


1924. Tons. 1924. Tons. 
February 9th ...... 5,803,800 August 16th ......... 5,193,100 
February 16th ...... 5,821 ,400 August 23rd ......... 5, ,279 000 
February 23rd ...... 5,802,300 August 30th ......... 5, 113 200 
Saar 5,702,300 September 6th ...... 5,180, 400 
March Sth ............ 5,742,100 September 13th...... 4,906,700 


March 15th ......... 5,778,300 September 20th...... 5,134,900 
March 22nd ......... 5,786,200 September 27th...... 5,208,300 
March 29th ......... 5,745,300 October 4th ......... 5,155,300 
PE vesscsecens 5,851,900 October 11th......... 5,088,300 
ae 5,944,100 October 18th......... 5,146,500 
8 ae 4,,994 300 October 25th......... 5,061,100 
ae 4,049,400 November Ist ...... 5,042,600 
2 ae 5,684,700 November 8th ...... 5,136,600 
a 5,219,600 November 15th _ ... 5,231,700 
_ eee 5,658,900 November 22nd ... 5,309,200 
May 24th ............. 5,436,400 November 29th ... 5,303,400 
_ a SRE 5,308,300 December 6th ..... 5,336,300 
BUD Feo scs conseccscs 5,120,200 December 13th ...... 5,413,400 
Jane 14th ............ 3,235,700 December 20th ... 5,560,500 
June Zist ............ 5,173,400 December 27th  ... 3,432,700 
ere 5,170,000 

BORG GAD ns ccesvescesees 4,988,000 1925. 

Sel Se dpsb menses 5,002,200 January 3rd ......... 5,920,900 
July 10th ............ 4,,903,600 January 10th......... 5,200,700 
ge 4,458,600 January 17th......... 5,408,900 
August 2nd ......... 5,010,300 January 24th......... 5,427,000 
August 9th ......... 5,446,100 February Ist. ...... 5,434,200 





WAGE EARNERS EMPLOYED. 


The following comparative statement shows the 
number of wage earners employed at the end of each 
month during the past thirteen months. (The numbers 
include a few persons who were engaged in raising oF 
handling minerals other than coal) :— 


Wage Wage 

1924. Karners. | 1924. Earners. 
OCCT R 1,185,000 RE cai diustencies 1,167,700 
February ......... 1,186,700 September ......... 1,159,700 
ED sccsvnschevedss 1,188,500 SIE scncguiccnie's 1,143,900 
I ideas saben 1,189,900 November ......... 1,137,200 
Se atetadivekessais 1,192,300 December ......... 1,137,200 
RSENS ee 1,186,400 1925. 
SUE >: wseadeutednndies 1,172,200 TAMUREY .00c00cceees 1,141,000 
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MINERS’ WELFARE FUND. 


Following is a summary of the position of District 
Funds as at 3lst January :— 





— 




















praedng Allocations. 
District. butions Total 
and Approved! Payments 
Interest. | to Date. | to Date. 
£ £ £ 
]. Fife and Clackmannan 89,335 84,101 50,011 
2. The Lothians 44,545 44,430 35,630 
8, Lanarkshire 210,585 279,907 145,272 
4, Ayrshire ... hie 46,080 59,209 39,209 
5. Northumberland 146,848 100,493 67,266 
§. Durham 393,001 152,638 100,775 
7. Cumberland ; me 20,692 9,820 2,296 
8. Lancashire and Cheshire... 219,379 115,100 10,065 
9, North Wales - 32,958 27,706 19,906 
10. South Yorkshire ... 317,367 380,847 212,149 
ll. West Yorkshire 163,446 155,088 125,510 
12. Nottinghamshire ... 143,358 121,892 93,113 
13. Derbyshire... ar 156,397 180,119 120,580 
14. South Derbyshire 21,574 16,298 15,348 
15. North Staffordshire 69,018 61,050 61,050 
16. Cannock Chase ... jail 61,085 60,500 59,500 
17. South Staffordshire and 
Worcestershire ... 16,485 8,056 7,958 
18, Leicestershire 27,159 7,084 3,228 
19. Warwickshire 54,044 61,323 48,779 
20. Shropshire ... 8,551 7,970 6,270 
21. Forest of Dean 13,199 7,451 6,681 
22. Somerset 11,039 8,673 8,270 
23. Bristol — val ia 3,970 2,552 2,552 
24, South Wales and Mon- 
mouthshire adi 539,713 587,898 473,713 
25. Kent “ 8 4,122 3,840 3,840 
Total Districts 2,813,951] 2,544,023) 1,718,971 














Allocations approved last month amounted to £96,972 
and payments made totalled £51,944. 





ROYAL COMMISSION ON MINING 
SUBSIDENCE. 

The Royal Commission on Mining Subsidence will hold 
their next public sitting on Wednesday, 18th February, 
at 5, Old Palace Yard, Westminster, commencing at 
10.45 a.m. The following witnesses will be heard :— 


The Right Hon. Thomas Richards Miners’ Federa- 
tion of Great. 


Mr. W. Straker | Britain. 
Mr. Osear Faber, O.B.E., D.Se., M.Inst.C.E. 


Mr. Samuel Hill, Manchester and District Joint Town 
Planning Advisory Committee. 


—— ™ ~_—- 


EXPLOSIVES IN COAL MINES. 

The Secretary for Mines announces that he has re- 
cently made an Order in pursuance of Section 61 of the 
Voal Mines Act, 1911, adding the following explosives 
io the list of ‘‘ permitted explosives ’’’ to be used in 
certain classes of mines: 

Driftex, manufactured by the Explosives and 
Chemical Product, Limited, at Bramble Island, 
Essex ; 

Polar Monobel No. 2, manufactured by Messrs. 
Nobel’s Explosives Company, Limited, at Ardeer, 
Ayrshire ; 

Saxonite, manufactured by Messrs. Nobel’s Explo- 
sives Company, Limited, at Ardeer, Ayrshire. 

Copies of the Order may be purchased from H.M. 
Stationery Office or through any bookseller, price 2d. (by 
post 24d.). 





BANKRUPTCY ACT, 1914. 





RECOMMENDATIONS OF COMMITTEE. 


In June, 1924, the President of the Board of Trade 
appointed a Committee ‘‘ to consider and report what 
amendments of the Bankruptcy Act, 1914, recent ex- 
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perience has shown to be desirable, more particularly in 
regard to the provisions for the discovery and punish- 
ment of offences.’’ 


The Report of this Committee has now been issued, and 
the summary of their recommendations is as follows: — 


Bankruptcy Act, 1914, Parr VII. (BANKRUPTCY OFFENCES). 
Sub-sections (4), (5), (9), (10), (11), (12), (13), (14) and (15) 
of Section 154 should be amended so as to provide that the 
Acts and the defaults of a debtor, which by those sub- 
sections are made criminal offences, if done or committed 
within six months of the presentalion of a Bankruptcy 
Petition, by or against him, on which a Receiving Order is 
made, shall b2 made criminal offences if done or committed 
within 12 months before the presentation of such petition. 
The law should be altered so as to provide, either by a 
new sub-section to Section 154 or by amendment of Section 
156, sub-section (6) (if not already sufficiently wide), that a 
collusive execulion suffered or permitled by the bankrupt 
should subject him to liability to criminal proceedings. 
Section 158 should be amended so as to make failure to 
keep and preserve proper books of account criminal in the 
case of a first bankruptcy, subject to the following condi- 
tions :— 
(a) The present proviso to sub-section (1) of Section 
158 of the Act, with the substitution of five hundred 
pounds for one hundred pounds, should be retained as 
a protection to the honest retailer selling goods in the 
ordinary course of his business. 
(b) The law should further define the books to be kept, 
so that they shall include accounts of all goods sold 
and bought, and sufficient details of such goods, and 
of the buyers and sellers thereof, respectively, to enable 
the goods and the buyers and sellers thereof to be 
identifiable. 
(c) No prosecution for this offence should take place 
before two years after the passing of the Act. 


The provis») to Section 161 should be repealed, and after 
the words in the section ‘‘ if it appears to the Court that 
there is a reasonable probability that the debtor will be 
convicted ’’ there should be inserted the words ‘‘ and that 
the circumstances are such as to render a prosecution desir- 
able.’’ 

Section 163 should be repealed. 

The law should be altered so as to give Courts of Sum- 
mary Jurisdiction power to inflict up to twelve months’ 
imprisonment for a Bankruptcy Offence, instead of only six 
months as at present. 

The law should be altered so as to provide that as regards 
sub-seclions (13), (14), and (15), of Section 154, the maxi- 
mum punishment should be five years’ penal servitude. 

The law should be altered so as to provide that it shall 
be a criminal offence to receive property unlawfully obtained 
contrary to the provisions of sub-sections (13), (14) and (15), 
of Section 154. 

The law should be allered to embody a provision regard- 
ing venue similar to that in Section 39 (1) of the Larceny 
Act, 1916, which provides that ‘‘ a person charged with any 
offence against this Act may be proceeded against, indicted, 
tried and punished in any country or place in which he was 
apprehended or is in custody as if the offence had been 
committed in that country or place; and for any purposes 
incidental to or consequential on the prosecution, trial, or 
punishment of the offence, it shall be deemed to have been 
committed in that country or place.”’ 


Bankruptcy Act, 1914, Parr I. 

The law should be altered so as to provide that the Court 
shall pronounce on the discharge of every bankrupt on a 
date to be fixed as soon as may be after the granting by the 
Board of Trade of the Trustee’s release (unless the bankrupt 
has himself already applied for his discharge), but not later 
than two years after the close of the Public Examination, if 
the Trustee has not been released by that time; the Court 
to have power to require the bankrupt’s attendance at the 
hearing. 

The existing statutory minimum period of suspension of 
discharge imposed in certain circumstances by Section 26, 
sub-section (2) (ii.), should be abolished. 








194 


THE BOARD OF TRADE—Continued. 





Bankruptcy Act, 1914, Parr II. 


The law sheuld be altered by the insertion in Section 39, 
sub-section (I) of the words ‘‘ which is followed by an order 
of adjudication ’’ after the words ‘‘ receiving order.”’ 

The law should be altered to place on the same footing 
all the modes of administration of the estate of a bank- 
rupt or insolvent who has previously been bankrupt, 1.e., 
Section 39 should be made to apply to a second or subse- 
quent Receiving Order followed by the acceptance or appro- 
val of a composition or scheme and also where a prior bank- 
ruptcy is followed by an Administration Order under 
Section 130 (administration of a deceased insolvent’s estate). 

Finally, we report that on most of the questions con- 
sidered by us the conclusions arrived at have been agreed to 
unanimously In the cases where a difference of opinion 
has arisen, we have very carefully considered and discussed 
the subject, but in no instance has it been thought neces- 
sary by the minority to give separate expression to their 
opinion, and the view of the majority has been accepted in 
such cases and appears in the Report. 





DEPARTMENT OF OVERSEAS TRADE 





METHODS OF QUOTING AND TERMS OF PAY- 
MENT IN EGYPT AND THE SUDAN. 

The Commercial Secretary at Cairo has forwarded 
memoranda on the methods of quoting and terms of pay- 
ment prevailing in Egypt and in the Sudan. 

United Kingdom firms interested may obtain copies 
of these memoranda on application to the Department of 
Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, 8.W. 1. 
(Reference C. 1374.) 


ee 


TRANSIT OF FOREIGN GOODS THROUGH 
SOVIET TERRITORY. 

The British Representative at Moscow has forwarded 
a translation of a decree, dated 8th January, and pub- 
lished in ‘‘ Izvestiya ’’ of 11th January, concerning the 
transit of goods of foreign origin through the territory 
of the Soviet Union. 

British firms interested may consult the translation 
referred to on application to the Department of Overseas 
Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, 8.W. 1. 


_—_—_—-——+ 


SYSTEM IN NETHERLAND 
INDIES. 

The British Commercial Agent at) Batavia has for- 
warded a memorandum regarding the introduction of 
the metric sy tem as the sole standard of measure and 
weight to be used in future in the Netherland East 
Indies. 

British firms interested may consult the memorandum 
referred to on application to the Department of Overseas 
Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, W. 1. 


METRIC KAST 


COTTON GROWING IN BOLIVIA. 

H.M. Representative at La Paz has forwarded a 
translation of a Supreme Decree dated 13th November, 
1924, establishing a system of prizes to foster the cotton- 
growing industry in the Republic of Bolivia. 

British firms interested may consult the translation 
referred to on application to the Department of Over- 
seas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, 8.W. 1. 


NOTICE. 


The price of the ‘‘ Board of Trade Journal”’ is 6d. (7d. 
30s. in the 








post free). Annual subscription (post free), 
United Kingdom. Overseas subscription, 31s. 6d. per annum, 
post free. 


The Editorial Offices are at Government Buildings, Great 
George Street, London, S.W. 1. All editorial communications 
should be addressed to ‘“‘The Editor.’’ Telephone WNo., 
Victoria 3840. 

The Publishers (to whom should be addressed all communica- 
tions concerning subscriptions and sales) are H.M. Stationery 
Office, Adastral House, Kingsway, London, W.C. 2, or Branches 
(see Cover). 

ADVERTISEMENTS.—A/l applications concerning the insertion 
of advertisements in the ‘‘ Board of Trade Journal’’ should in 
future be addressed to the Director of Publications, H.M. 
Stationery Office, Princes Street, London, S.W. 1. (Telephone, 
Victoria 3820.) 


THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 


Fesrvuary 12, 1995 


Special Articles. 





OVERSEAS TRADE IN JANUARY. 





PRELIMINARY RETURNS. 


The aggregate figures of the value of imports and ex. 


ports during January, the provisional totals of which 


are now available, show small reductions on the Decem. 


ber totals, while re-exports show an increase. The 


value of imports has not been exceeded in any month 
since the end of 1920, and even if allowance be made for 


the addition to the record since that date of imports 


from the Irish Free State, the statement remains true. 


The exports of January were less in value than those of 
December by about a quarter of a million pounds, while 
a year ago there was an increase in January over 


December of £120,000. 


The current figures, however, 


exceed those of a year ago by some £5,000,000 for the 


month, or about 8 per cent. 


The following table compares the aggregates for 


recent periods 


ee 











Monthly 
— January, | December,; January, Average, 
1925. 1924, 1924. 1924. 
£000 £°000 £000 £000 
Total Imports..; 128,907 131,610 101,259 106,654 
I’ xports (United 
Kingdom 
Goods) 69,051 69,308 64,235 66,280 
Re-exports 13,284 12,052 13,311 11,679 
Excess of Im- 
ports of Mer- 
chandise 46,572 50,250 23,713 28,695 
Excess of Ex- 
ports (+) or 
Imports (-—) 
of Bullion 
and Specie ...| (+) 2,123 |(-—) 229 | (+) 2,395 | (4) 1,010 
| 











-_ —-~ ee el _———- 


The visible excess of imports in January was thus some 
£6,000,000 less than in December, but more than twice 
as great as in January, 1924. 

The increase in imports of £27,648,000 as compared 
with January, 1924, is made up of £10,294,000 in food, 
drink and tobacco, of £11,643,000 in the raw materials 
class, and of £5,436,000 in the class of articles mainly 
or wholly manufactured.. An increase of £272,000 in 
Parcels Post is also shown. 

The exports of United Kingdom produce and manu- 
factures in January show a decrease of £1,201,000 in 
the raw materials class, due to the reduced scale of coal 
shipments. In the class of articles wholly or mainly 
manufactured there is an increase of £6,187,000, and 
a reduction of £200,000 in Parcels Post. 

In re-exports there is shown, as compared with 
January, 1924, a decrease in the food class amounting 
to £641,000, and an increase in the raw materials class 
of £527,000. The re-exports of manufactured goods 
were greater by £100,000 than a year earlier. 

Comparing January, 1925, with December, 1924, the 
imports of articles in the food class decreased by 
£5,364,000 and imports of raw materials increased by 
£3,372,000. There was a decrease of £751,000 in the 
class of manufactured goods. On the export side 
(United Kingdom goods) manufactures increased by 
£2,050,000, while the food class showed a decrease of 
£653,000 and the raw materials class a decrease of 
£934,000. In re-exports there was an increase of 
£621,000 in raw materials and an increase of £667,000 
in manufactured goods. 
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BRITISH WEST INDIES. 








DEPRESSION IN STAPLE PRODUCTS. 


Agriculture is the chief industry of the West Indian 
Colonies, except of Bermuda, and the Bahamas. The 
staple products are sugar, cocoa, and fresh fruit, con- 
sisting chiefly of bananas, oranges, and limes. During 
recent years both the sugar and cocoa industries have 
suffered from depression. In 1923 the former showed 
a marked improvement as compared with the two 
previous years, but in March of last year values declined 
very considerably. The cocoa industry of the British 
West Indies remains in a serious condition, which is a 
source of anxiety to those Colonies largely dependent 
upon it, prominent among which are Trinidad and 
Grenada. The decline in the local industry is ascribed 


largely to the greatly increased production of the cheaper 
cocoa grown in West Africa. The coconut industry (a 
subsidiary industry of great importance to many of the 
Colonies) has suffered a good deal from the disease, but 
well-managed estates in favourable positions have pro- 
duced good returns. The banana industry of Jamaica 
had a good year in 1923. Despite bad weather, the crop 
was the highest on record in point of both quantity and 
value. The lime industry of Dominica,-upon which the 
island depends for its very existence, has never recovered 
from the outbreak of withertip disease in 1922. The 
crop losses during 1923 were so heavy that planters are 
now compelled to turn their attention to other products. 

As a consequence of the decline in the staple indus- 
tries, close attention is being directed to the cultivation 
of tropical fruits, including pineapples, an industry 
which is capable of considerable development, providing 
that adequate cold-storage facilities can be obtained in 
the steamers operating between the United Kingdom and 
these Colonies. A reduced demand for luxury articles 
has militated against the demand for Sea Island cotton, 
which is now grown almost exclusively in the West Indies. 
The need for advancement in economic and scientific 
production has been emphasised throughout these 
Colonies during recent years, and the success achieved by 
those who have adopted scientific principles is encourag- 
ing others to similar efforts. 

The value of concerted action is becoming more widely 
recognised, and the success of a united effort on the part 
of some of the West Indian Colonies to enlist the 
resources of modern science has resulted in the foundation 
in Trinidad of an Imperial College of Tropical Agricul- 
ture. Considerable interest was shown in the ninth West 
Indian Agricultural Conference, held in Jamaica in 
January, 1924, under the auspices of the Imperial 
Department of Agriculture. These Conferences afford 
an effective means of exchanging information regarding 
the experience gained in the different Colonies. The 
mineral industry of Trinidad and British Guiana is 
becoming increasingly important. The output for the 
year 1923 of petroleum in Trinidad and of diamonds in 
British Guiana constituted a record. 

The importance of the tourist trade to other Colonies 
beside Bermuda and the Bahamas is becoming more pro- 
nounced, and a publicity campaign is being vigorously 
conducted in Jamaica by the Tourist Trade Development 
Board of the Colony. The popularity of Bermuda and 
the Bahamas as tourist resorts is shown by the large 
number of annual visitors to those Colonies, which in 
Bermuda continues to exceed the permanent population. 
Important development schemes are under consideration 
in the Bahamas, including the construction of a new 
hotel and the establishment of a distillery for the manu- 
facture of rye whisky. 

Since the discontinuance of East Indian immigration 
there has been a shortage of labour in some of the 
Colonies, more especially in British Guiana. During 
recent years the labour situation has become more diffi- 
cult, as a result of emigration on a large scale to the 
United States and elsewhere. Communications, both 
internal and intercolonial, are, with few exceptions, 
defective ; but the pressing need is for the betterment of 
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the shipping facilities between the United Kingdom and 
the Colonies. There is not the smallest doubt that an 
improvement upon the existing transportation facilities 
is essential to the expansion of the trade with the United 
Kingdom. The possibilities of aviation as a means of 
strengthening intercolonial relations are becoming more 
widely recognised, and the question of inaugurating a 
local air service has been much discussed of late. 
Arrangements are being made to provide these Colonies 
with an all-British cable service by connecting the 
Halifax and Bermuda cable with a cable from Turks 
Island to Barbados. Extensions to Trinidad and British 
Guiana will be added and connections with the smaller 
islands will be arranged by wireless. 

The import trade of many of the Colonies has been 
adversely affected by stringency of money consequent 
upon the low values of local produce. The United States 
continues to be the keenest competitor of the United 
Kingdom in the supply of manufactured articles, but the 
combined influence of the British preference and the high 
premium on American exchange with these Colonies has 
been most beneficial to British trade. In view of the 
large native population of these Colonies, cheapness 
rather than quality is the distinguishing feature of the 
import trade. 


Sea IsnaAnp Corton. 


Mr. J. L. Wilson Goode, H.M. Trade Commissioner, 
while surveying, in his Report, dated 30th June last, 
several of the staple agricultural products, writes that 
by the combined efforts of planters, cotton brokers, 
spinners, and scientific advisers the Sea Island cotton 
industry has been established in several of the islands. 
In St. Vincent, Montserrat, and Nevis the industry is 
of prime importance, and is a valuable subsidiary 
industry in St. Kitts, Antigua, Barbados, and the Virgin 
Islands. Since the Mexican boll weevil rendered the 
growing of Sea Island cotton in the United States 
unprofitable, the production of the best type of this 
cotton has been confined almost exclusively to the British 
West Indies. It is, therefore, in the interests of fine 
cotton spinners to do all in their power to foster the 
industry, which has declined in Antigua, Virgin Islands, 
and Nevis, but it is still the staple crop of Montserrat. 
The shortage of rain during the last four years has 
seriously affected the industry, and there is a tendency 
in the Leeward Islands to abandon it. According to an 
official of the British Cotton Growing Association, the 
British West Indies are growing between 4,000 and 5,000 
bales of the finest cotton grown in the world, and double 
or treble the quantity could be grown were it not for the 
depression in the Lancashire cotton trade. Not only has 
the curtailment in the demand for luxury articles 
adversely affected the sale of fine cotton to Lancashire 
spinners, but the French exchange has been unfavour- 
able to purchases by French spinners. 


BANANAS. 


The cultivation of bananas is now the premier 
industry of Jamaica. Cultivation in the Caribbean 
area is, however, attended by a certain amount of risk 
from hurricanes, and until 1923, when the Govern- 
ment introduced a scheme of insurance, the rates 
quoted by insurance companies were almost prohibitive. 
Bananas are not indigenous to Jamaica, the foundation 
of the industry having been laid by a family who eighty 
years ago brought with them one plant from 
Martinique; but the growth of the industry has been 
amazing. This is due to a great extent to the enter- 

rise of the fruit companies, of which the two principal 
are the United Fruit Company and the Atlantic Fruit 
Company, both American concerns, with head offices at 
Boston and New York respectively. In their capacity 
of producers, purchasers, and ocean carriers these two 
companies practically control the banana industry of 
the Colony. It is understood that fruit importers and 
handlers in New York and other American cities, who 
have been dissatisfied with the conditions existing in 
the trade in America, have combined, raised the neces- 
sary capital, chartered ships, and will run a weekly 
service between Jamaica and ports on the eastern sea- 
board of the United States. 
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{n view of the decline in other agricultural indus- 
tries, the prospects of establishing the banana industry 
in some of the other West Indian Colonies is receiving 
careful attention. Fairly large nurseries have already 
been established in Grenada, and in St. Lucia extensive 
areas of land, aggregating to about 1,000 acres, have 
been procured by private interests for intensive banana 
growing. One-fifth of this area is now filled with 
established plants of the ‘‘ Gros Michel ’’ variety. The 
work of establishing a banana industry is, however, one 
of time and considerable difficulty, for, given favour- 
able agricultural conditions, the problems in connection 
with distribution and marketing are manifold. 


TRINIDAD ASPHALT. 


The Trinidad pitch lake is one of the natural wonders 
of the world, and it is not surprising, therefore, that 
the model of the lake which was exhibited in the Trini- 
dad section of the British Empire Exhibition created 
considerable interest. The general impression that the 
supply of pitch is inexhaustible is erroneous, but, as 
the lake has only receded about 13 feet over a period 
of forty years, its resources are incalculable. The 
Trinidad lake does not yield a pure asphalt. In its 
crude state Trinidad pitch contains only about 40 per 
cent. of asphalt, the remainder being water, finely 
powdered clay, and some sticks, roots, mud and other 
extraneous matter, all of which, except the powdered 
clay, are removed in the process of refining. After 
having been refined and cleaned it is run into barrels 
for shipment. The refined product contains about 50 
per cent. of asphalt, 43 per cent. of mineral matter, 
and a small percentage of water, which cannot be 
removed completely in the refining stills. Owing to 
the competition of artificially prepared asphalt the lake 
no longer possesses a virtual monopoly, but the demand 
for the company’s product is well maintained. 


The following statement, supplied by the Company, 
shows the shipments of dried and crude asphalt to 
various countries for the year 1923 :— 


Driep ASPHALT. 











aicccat Metric | aii | Metric 
Countries. ang | Countries. | Tone 
United States... 56,712 | Germany... vow | 300 
United Kingdom... 44,913 || South America ... | 3,813 
Australia and New | Singapore ove 3,158 
Zealand... 4,854 || India we oe 2,042 
France — _ 4,700 || South Africa ......_| 1,060 
Egypt san ied 2,719 || Trinidad ... seat a 269 
Holland ... = 4,614 |— 
Belgium ... - 209 | Total ... | 129,363 
Ts a — Bie, La - — = ait 
CruDE ASPHALT. 
y Tons of 
Countries. 2 240 lb. 
United States ... — ee ide - an 41,838 
Trinidad... om oe ale —_ sia a 72 
Total aiid oon = cin 41,910 





COMPETITION IN Import TRADE. 


As a result of geographical advantages the United 
States is a keen competitor with the United Kingdom 
in all the Colonies in this area, more pronouncedly so 
in those Colonies which are in closer proximity to the 
American Continent. 

With few exceptions, the products of the Dominion, 
which consist chiefly of foodstuffs, do not compete with 
those of the United Kingdom. Notable exceptions are 
cement, lard compounds, butter and biscuits. Other 
exceptions include glassware, indiarubber goods, paints 
and colours, etc., metal manufactures, motor-cars and 
parts, paper, wire nails, and fertilisers (sulphate of 
ammonia). Canada is the chief source of supply for 
flour, and until recently the United Kingdom appar- 
ently made no real attempt to secure a larger share of 
the trade. But in May (1924) a large concern in 
the United Kingdom succeeded in disposing of 4,000 
bags of flour in a fortnight in Trinidad alone, and 
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present prices remain favourable to shipments from 
the United Kingdom. The Canadian Government are 
taking active steps to foster the Dominion trade with 
this area, and the improvement in the steamer com. 
munications between Canada and these Colonies which 
resulted from the Canadian-West India agreement js 
calculated to produce beneficial results. In May also 
the offices of the Canadian Trade Commissioner were 
transferred from Bridgetown, Barbados, to Port of 
Spain, Trinidad. 

Articles of German manufacture are much in evidence 
in certain trades, among which the following may be 
mentioned: Cutlery, clocks, china and earthenware, 
glassware, hardware, laces, musical instruments, and 
toys and games. During recent years business with 
Germany has been difficult, but the difficulty has been 
lessened since direct shipping facilities were provided 
by the German-owned Horn Line. As this line is not 
in the Shipping Conference, the owners are able to 
reduce rates of freight in competition with the estab- 
lished shipping lines. 

[Mr. J. I. Wilson Goode’s Report, dated 30th June, 1924, 
is to be published shortly for the Department of Overseas Trade 
by H.M. Stationery Office. ] 
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WHOLESALE PRICES IN JANUARY. 





BOARD OF TRADE INDEX NUMBER. 


Wholesale prices, as recorded at the Board of Trade, 
were again on the up grade in January, the general 
average for that month showing an increase of a half of 
one per cent. compared with the average for December. 
Food rose by 1'7 per cent., the price of cereals having 
increased on the average by 3:2 per cent., and that of 
meat and fish by 3°0 per cent., while the other kinds 
of food which contribute to the index number averaged 
0'7 per cent. cheaper in January than in December. 
Industrial materials were, on the average, lower in 
price by 0°2 per cent., each of the five groups, except 
cotton, being at a lower level in January than in the 
previous month. In the cotton group average prices 
rose by 1°6 per cent. 

In the following table the average prices in January 
are compared with those of December and of a year 


earlier :— 



































nh aatisds Oi; eon Increase Ct) or nn go 
No. of per cent. compared Wi 
Groups. te 
Dec., 1924. | Jan., 1924. 
2 eee aes +32 +289 
II. Meat and Fish ... | 17 + 3°0 + 6°4 
IIT, Other Foods ... 19 —0°7 —- 34 
Total Food ... 53 +1°7 + 93 
IV. Iron and Steel ... 24 —O°7 -—- 92 
V. Other Metals and 
Minerals 7 20 —O°1 - ]°] 
VI. Cotton ... ed 16 +1°6 ~ 26 
VII. Other Textiles ... 15 ~0°3 +18°6 
VIII. Miscellaneous... 22 | —0°8 + 3°0 
Total not Food 97 ~0°2 + 02 
All Articles 150 | +05 + 33 














Cereals were at about the same level in January as 
in October last, large increases being recorded in the 
prices of wheat and flour, while maize and feeding barley 
also were dearer. The ‘‘ Gazette Average’’ for 
British wheat rose from 12s. 9d. per ewt. during the 
week ending 3rd January to 13s. 8d. per cwt. four weeks 
later, and the average for the month was 13s. 2d., as 
compared with 12s. 3d. in December. No. 1 Northern 
Manitoba wheat was selling at 15s. 4d. per 100 lbs. at 
the beginning of January and rose to 17s. 1d. at the 
end of the month. The price of straight run flour in 
London advanced from 54s. per sack of 280 Ibs. to 
58s. 6d. during January; in December the price varied 
from 50s. to 54s. per sack. A fall to 7s. 10d. per 8 lbs. 
for first quality Scotch beef, after having been at 8s. 8d. 
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er 8 lbs. earlier in the month, reduced the average price 
of that commodity in January below the December 
average. With this exception the various descriptions 
of butchers’ meat included in the compilation of the 
index number were dearer in January than in the pre- 
vious month. The largest advance was in Argentine 
chilled beef, which was quoted at the rate of 9#d. per lb. 
for hindquarters in the early part of the month, as com- 
pared with 7d. to 74d. per lb. in December. At the 
end of January the price fell to 64d. per lb. Bacon 
was dearer, but prices were falling at the end of the 
month, and eggs were cheaper. A rise of nearly 25 
per cent. recorded in the average price of fish was due to 
the unusually high prices at the beginning of January, 
when cod and plaice were being sold at 12s. per stone 
of 14 lbs. The lower level for food other than cereals, 
meat and fish was mainly due to reduced prices for 
butter, tea and oranges, which more than balanced the 
increased charges for cheese, cocoa, apples and onions. 
New Zealand butter fell from 192s. per cwt. at the 
beginning of January to 166s. per cwt. at the end, 
having been quoted at 212s. early in December. Indian 
tea was cheaper on the average by about 3d. per lb. in 
January than in the previous month, and most of the 
reduction was in the later half of January; the average 
rice at the auctions in the last week of January was 
228d. per lb. below the average for the sales held in the 
first week. Guayaquil cocoa rose from 90s. per ewt., 
inclusive of duty, the price throughout December, to 
96s. per cwt. in January. The price movements in the 
iron and steel items were mostly reductions, only two 
items, heavy steel melting scrap and steel rivets show- 
ing Increases; in several items the prices were the same 
in January as in the previous month. The ten items 
of coal show a reduction on the average of somewhat 
over 1 per cent., and petroleum was cheaper by ld. per 
gallon. The month’s average prices for non-ferrous 
metals were higher than those for December, but there 
were important reductions during the month: electro- 
lytic copper from £7] 10s. to £69 10s. per ton, English 
lead from £44 10s. to £40 10s. per ton, Straits tin from 
£277 10s. to £266 5s. per ton, and zine (ordinary 
spelter) from £39 to £37 7s. 6d. per ton. The prices 
of these metals rose at the beginning of January. The 
higher ‘level for cotton materials was mainly due to in- 
creased prices for Egyptian raw cotton and yarns of 
Egyptian cotton. The raw material (Sakellaridis, 
fully good fair) was at 3ld. or more per lb. from 23rd 
January to the end of the month, and the average for 
January was over 6 per cent. above the average for 
December. The three yarns, 60’s twist, 80’s weft and 
100’s weft, were dearer by about 6 per cent. Raw wool 
was cheaper, and an important reduction was recorded 
in tops in oil (merino, 64’s average), which fell from 
(8d. per lb. at the beginning of January to 72d. at the 
end. 

The average prices in January and in earlier months 
are compared below with the average prices in 1913 :— 
INDEX NumBERS CoMPARED wiTH 1913 = 100. 


Group. Jan., | Dec. | Oct.,; July, April, Jan., 
1925. | 1924. | 1924. | 1924. | 1924. 1924. 





—__. 


I. Cereals... 187°3 | 181°5 | 187°4 154°3 145°3 145°3 
II. Meat and Fish "* | 370-3! 165°3| 159°8 | 146-4. 143°2 180°0 
III. Other Foods ". I" | 79:5 | 180°8 | 190°7 | 179°3. 185°5  185°8 


- —--—---—-= 


179°0 | 176°0 | 179°3 | 160°3. 158°0  163°7 





Total Food .. 


ce eee 





IV. Iron and Steel sal -. | 185°2 | 186°1 | 137°8 | 142°6 146°4 148°9 
V. Other Metals and Minerals..| 141°7 141°8 | 189°2 140°6 152°8 143°3 
VI. Cotton _ bi .- | 230°0 | 226°3 | 223°7 | 228°2  231°9 236°1 
VII. Other Textiles . .. | 214°0 | 214°7 | 209°4 | 188°7. 191°9 180°4 
VIII. Miscellaneous ni ..| 161°6 162°9| 159°9' 155°4 155°0 158°9 








.| 166°6  166°9| 165°1 | 163°6 168°4 166°3 


171°0! 170° 170°0 1626 164°7, 165°4 


Total not Food 
All Articles. . _ 








Of the 53 items of food higher average prices were 
recorded for 32, comparing January with December, 
and lower averages for 16; in 16 of the increases and 7 of 
the decreases the movement exceeded 5 per cent. The 
movements thus showed a considerable spread. In in- 
dustrial materials the price variations were much less 
marked. The averages for the 97 commodities show 29 
Increases and 38 decreases comparing the two months, 
and in only 5 of the former and 2 of the latter did the 
change amount to as much as 5 per cent. 
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UNITED STATES TARIFF 
COMMISSION. 








EIGHTH ANNUAL REPORT. 

The Board of Trade has received a copy of the Eighth 
Annual Report of the United States Tariff Commission 
to Congress, covering the fiscal year 1923-24. 

The Report points out that, following the enactment 
of the Tariff Act of 1922 (some of the provisions of which 
enlarged the functions of the Tariff Commission), and 
the granting of increased appropriations for the work 
of the Commission, some changes were made in the Com- 
mission’s general plan of organisation. The organisa- 
tion of the technical staff as at present constituted 
consists of the office of the chief economist, the office of 
the chief investigator, the legal division, the preferential 
tariffs division, the transportation division, the several 
commodity divisions, the accounting division and the 
statistical division. The operations of these divisions 
are co-ordinated through an advisory board. 

The year under consideration being the first in which 
investigations have been conducted through the Com- 
mission’s field headquarters in Berlin some particulars 
regarding the methods pursued in collecting information 
through such headquarters are given. Berlin is the 
headquarters of the central European area, as defined 
by the Commission for administrative purposes, which 
includes Germany, Holland, Belgium, Luxemburg, the 
Scandinavian countries, Czechoslovakia, Hungary, and 
Austria. In the work of this area the Commission has 
received the co-operation of the national association of 
German manufacturers. It has been the practice of 
the secretary of that: association, on being informed of 
a contemplated investigation, to call a meeting of the 
board of directors or of the members of the association 
for conference with the Commission’s chief investigator. 
At such meetings the points on which information is 
desired have been placed before those present, and steps 
have been taken to furnish the required data through 
the association. In practically every case the Commis- 
sion’s investigators have visited the plants concerned. 
In some cases, however, cost data were refused. 

Similar action has been taken in Holland, Denmark 


and Switzerland. 


TRANSPORTATION DIVISION. 


During the past year the division furnished the Com- 
mission’s staff with the freight and express rates required 
in ascertaining the cost of transporting specified com- 
modities by land and water. This involved continuous 
reference to the publications issued by inland and ocean 
carriers, and covered not only the line-haul service but 
the numerous charges incidental thereto. 

The division prepared and submitted to the Com- 
mission a report showing the fluctuation of ocean freight 
rates for stated periods during the year. Comparison 
of the rates on 70 commodities shows that, except on raw 
materials and heavy commodities, for which the 
‘“tramp’’ or chartered vessels compete, ocean rates 
remained fairly stable during the year. The greatest 
changes consisted in increases in the rates from North 
Atlantic ports to the United Kingdom and trom Bel- 
cium to the Atlantic and Gulf seaboard. 

The United States Shipping Board, on Ist March 
last, advised the Inter-State Commerce Commission that 
American ships were adequate to handle the traffic to 
and from certain foreign countries. Thereupon the 
Inter-State Commerce Commission issued an _ order 
whereby the provisions of section 28 of the Merchant 
Marine Act, suspended since its passage, would become 
effective. As the effect of this order would be to disturb 
the preferential railroad freight rate adjustment of the 
country, a report was prepared by the division and 
submitted to the Tariff Commission. This set forth in 
detail the possible effect of the law on American import 
and export shipments. Later, however, doubt arose as 
to the supposed adequacy of American tonnage, with the 
result that the Shipping Board withdrew its previous 
certification and the Inter-State Commerce Commission 
again suspended indefinitely the section in question. 








ee 


198 


eS 


SPECIAL ARTICLES—Continued, 








INVESTIGATIONS UNDER FLEXIBLE TARIFF PROVISIONS OF 
THE TaRIFF ACT. 

As a result of investigations, under the provisions of 
Section 315 of the Tariff Act, the President has deter- 
mined and proclaimed changes in rates of duty in respect 
of wheat and products thereof, sodium nitrite, barium 
dioxide and diethylbarbituric acid or veronal. Duties 
were increased on wheat from 30 to 42 cents per bushel, 
on wheat flour, semolina, etc., from 78 cents to 104 cents 
per 100 lbs., on sodium nitrite from 3 to 4} cents per lb., 
and on barium dioxide from 4 to 6 cents per lb. In 
the case of bran, shorts and by-product feeds obtained 
from milling wheat the duty was reduced from 15 to 73 
per cent. ad valorem. As regards diethylbarbituric acid 
the statutory ad valorem rate was retained, but the basis 
of valuation was changed to the American selling price, 
excluding, however, such prices of veronal or veronal 
sodium sold under those trade-mark names. This is the 
first investigation in which the Commission has recom- 
mended and the President has proclaimed a change in 
the basis of valuation to the American selling price. 

Importers have instituted proceedings for judicial 
determination of questions arising in connection with 
the administration of this section of the Tariff Act; in 
one case its constitutionality is involved. 


PREFERENTIAL TARIFFS AND COMMERCIAL TREATIES. 

The division of preferential tariffs and commercial 
treaties has been mainly occupied during the past year 
with investigations relative to sections 316 and 317 of 
the Tariff Act, but certain other studies are in progress. 

Section 316 declares unlawful unfair methods of com- 
petition and unfair acts in the importation of articles 
into the United States, or in their sale, the effect or 
tendency of which is to destroy or substantially to injure 
an industry efficiently and economically operated in the 
United States, or to restrain or monopolise trade and 
commerce in the United States. 

The Commission has received a number of communica- 
tions concerning alleged unfair competition, and seven 
applications, complaints under oath in accordance with 
the statute. Under this Section the Commission, during 
the year, has undertaken investigations in respect of 
briarwood pipes, revolvers and sanitary napkins. 

The President has, upon the facts submitted to him 
by the Commission, issued a temporary order prohibit- 
ing the entry into the United States of certain kinds of 
revolvers. 

Section 317 is framed in accordance with the sug- 
gestions of the Tariff Commission contained in its Re- 
port of 1919 entitled ‘‘ Reciprocity and Commercial 
Treaties,’’ and as finally enacted provides in effect that 
the President shall endeavour to secure the removal of 
all discriminations which foreign countries may inflict 
upon the commerce of the United States. All varieties 
of discrimination are covered, whether in customs duties 
or other charges, or in classifications, prohibitions, re- 
strictions, or regulations of any kind. The Tariff Com- 
mission is to keep itself informed of all discriminations 
against the commerce of the United States and to make 
recommendations concerning the action to be taken. If, 
then, the foreign country does not cease its discrimina- 
tion when the matter is brought to its attention the 
President may impose upon its products new or addi- 
tional duties of not more than 50 per cent. ad valorem; 
and if the foreign country still persists in its discrimina- 
tions total prohibition may be enforced. 

Section 317 (e) provides for countervailing duties to 
offset industrial advantages obtained in foreign countries 
through differential export duties in third countries (in- 
cluding colonies of the said foreign countries). 

The Tariff Commission has compiled eight reports 
dealing with alleged discrimination and has other reports 
in progress. 

Among other matters mentioned in the report are 
particulars of the work of the various commodity divi- 
sions; investigations have been made into and data 
accumulated regarding numerous trades and industries, 
many of these investigations being in connection with 
Section 315 of the Tariff Act. 

A copy of the Report may be seen by persons interested at 


the Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, 
London, S.W. 1. 
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CANADIAN RECLAMATION SERVICE 
REPORT. 


With reference to the notice in the ‘‘ Journal ’’ of 
22nd January (page 104), the Dominion Water Power 
and Reclamation Service of the Department of the 
Interior of Canada has published a new volume of that 
portion of the series of water resources papers which 
deals with the surface water supply of Canada. This 
Report is number 43 of the series, and gives details of 
stream measurements made in the Province of British 
Columbia and the Yukon Territory during the climatic 
year ended 30th September, 1923. 


The Report contains a short explanation of the pur- 
pose and scope of the work and 155 pages of tables and 
descriptions of gauging stations, with an index map of 
British Columbia showing their location. The Report 
will be supplied free of charge on application to the 
High Commissioner for Canada, Kinnaird House, Pall 
Mall East, London, or to the Director of Water Power 


and Reclamation, Ottawa, Canada. 





CANADIAN APPLE SHIPMENTS, 


The High Commissioner in London for Canada has 
been officially advised by cable, from Ottawa, that 
between 22nd and 28th January 51,000 barrels of 
Canadian apples were shipped to United Kingdom ports. 


ee 


SOUTH AFRICAN SHIPMENTS TO EUROPE. 


The High Commissioner in London for the Union of 
South Africa has been advised, by cable, from the 
Department of Agriculture, Pretoria, that during the 
week ended 3ist January the following quantities of 
South African produce were shipped to United Kingdom 
and Continental ports :— 


United ae 
Commodity. Kingdom | a “ 

Ports. | = 
Wool bales 8,403 14,234 
Mohair bales 56 —— 
Hides bales 3,946 | 2,889 
Skins uh bales 386 207 
Sheep skins bales 459 398 
yoat skins bales 114 | 75 
Calf skins ... bales S — 
Wattle bark in ~~ ee 54 2,125 
Wattle extract... > )6=—6 23,520 1,401,101 
Ostrich feathers ... ... cases 1 | l 
Maize bags ~~ 31,902 
Maize meal bags 4,879 | — 
Oats bags 727 — 
Chop bags 2,195 2,380 
Grit ‘ss bags 1,145 | — 
Sunflower seed bags ~~ 639 








SOUTH AFRICAN FRUIT SHIPMENTS. 


The High Commissioner in London for the Union of 
South Africa has been advised by the Department of 
Agriculture, Pretoria, that during the week ended 31st 
January the following boxes of fruit were shipped to 
United Kingdom and Continental ports :—Pears, 
43,045; peaches, 12,786; plums, 9,660; nectarines, 
4,218; grapes, 2,282; pines, 932; mangoes, 410; 
granadillas, 17. 
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FEBRUARY 12, 1925. 
Exhibitions and Fairs. 


BRITISH INDUSTRIES FAIR. 

On Monday next the British Industries Fair will be 
opened at Birmingham, and wiil remain open until 27th 
February inclusive. It has been organised by the Bir- 
mingham Chamber of Commerce, under the auspices, 
as in former years, of the Department of Overseas 
Trade. The Lord Mayor and Corporation of Birming- 
ham will visit the Fair in their official capacity, and a 
number of important municipalities have arranged to 
send delegations. Buyers are expected in considerable 
numbers from the British Dominions and principal 
foreign countries. 

As already stated, the Public Works Department of 
the Birmingham City Council has erected two steel 
houses in the s#:xhibition Hall, and other Departments 
of the Corporation are equipping them with gas, electric 
light and water. It will thus be possible for visitors to 
inspect steel houses fully equipped and ready for 
occupation. 

This is the sixth British Industries Fair to be held in 
Birmingham, and it will be the only one in England this 
year. In previous years the principal part of the Fair 
was held in London, and directly organised by the 
Department of Overseas Trade, but owing to the decision 
to continue the British Empire Exhibition at Wembley 
it was decided not to hold the usual Fair in London. 
In these circumstances the Birmingham Chamber of 
Commerce undertook to include in the Birmingham 
arrangements for 1925 the groups of exhibits previously 
shown in London and to make them fairly representative 
of the trades concerned. 

Every effort is being made to ensure the success of the 
1925 Fair. It is anticipated that many thousands of 
buyers from all ; arts of the world will visit the Fair, and, 
as Birmingham is practically in the centre of England 
and Wales, it is easy of access from all parts of the 
country. To all those buyers in every part of the world 
who are likely to be in this country during the Fair the 
Chamber of Commerce offers a hearty welcome. To those 
buyers who are unable to attend during the Fair the 
Chamber of Commerce offers its services in supplying 
information regarding the Fair, the exhibits and manu- 
factures of Birmingham and the Midlands. Enquiries 
should be made of the General Manager, 95, New Street, 
Birmingham. 








EXHIBITION OF FOREIGN CUTLERY SAMPLES 
AT SHEFFIELD. 
An Exhibition of the undermentioned cutlery samples 
will be held in the Cutlers’ Hall, Sheffield, on Tuesday 
and Wednesday, 17th and 18th February :— 





Country of Country of 


Samples. Manufacture. Sale. 











Stainless Table Cutlery, 


United States | United States 
Pocket Knives. | 


Spanish Cutlery made | Spain Spain 
from Sheffield stainless 
steel. 


Stainless and ordinary , | 
Cutlery, Pocket Knives, | United States | 
Razors, Safety Razor | onenens 
Blades, Scissors. { y ‘ 

Table Cutlery France 


New Zealand 


France 








The Exhibition will be under the joint auspices of the 
Sheffield Chamber of Commerce, the University of 
Sheffield and the Department of Overseas Trade. 
Invitations to view the samples are being issued by the 
Department of Overseas Trade to cutlery manufac- 
turers and members of the Sheffield Technical Societies. 
Officials from the Department will be in attendance for 
the purpose of interviewing manufacturers who desire 
te extend their export trade. 

At the close of the two days’ Exhibition the samples 
will be transferred to the University, where they will be 
the subject of study and discussion by the Sheffield 
Cutlery Technical Society. 
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TEXTILE MACHINERY AND ACCESSORIES 
EXHIBITION AT MANCHESTER. 


A Textile Machinery and Accessories Exhibition will 
be held in the City Hall, Manchester, from 2nd to 17th 
October next. The ground floor space is nearly all 
booked up, and the organisers have obtained permission 
from the Manchester Corporation to close an adjoining 
street and take over another hall on the opposite side. 
A wide covered way will be built between the two halls. 
In the second hall only a few feet of space now remain 
vacant. The address of the organisers of the Exhibition 
is 121, Deansgate, Manchester. 





BUSINESS EFFICIENCY EXHIBITION. 

The Fourth Annual London Business Efficiency Exhi- 
bition, which is being held at the Central Hall, West- 
minster, and is open daily from 11 a.m. to 10 p.m., 
will close on Saturday. 

For the benefit of those engaged in business who have 
not already visited the Exhibition, it may be stated that 
the exhibits cover a wide range of office appliances. 
These include accounting and tabulating, adding and 
calculating and addressing machines, an automatic 
cashier, book-keeping machines, a cheque writer and 
protector, office desks and tables, dictating machines, 
efficiency chairs, facsimile letter printing machines, 
fountain pens, letter copying machines, loose leaf books, 
office printing and postal franking machines, steel office 
furniture, telephone systems, timing and costing clocks, 
typewriters, and, as an advance on the old style of card 
system, visible indices. 

The aim of the Business Efficiency Exhibition is to 
demonstrate to business people the advantages of better 
machinery and methods in the office. Many business 
men give much attention to getting better results from 
their factories, but, state the organisers of the Exhibi- 
tion, the Office Appliance Trades Association, they often 
overlook the waste that occurs in their offices. 





COLOGNE FAIR. 

The spring session of the 1925 Cologne Fair is to be 
held from 22nd to 3lst March. The scope of the Fair 
has been extended to take in a special coal exhibit and a 
radio section, for which permission has been given by 
the British military authorities. 

Intending visitors can obtain full particulars from 
the Fair Representative, Stanley House, Dean Stanley 
Street, London, S.W. 1. 

AGRICULTURAL MACHINERY AT FRENCH 

EXHIBITIONS. 

Two exhibitions, in which agricultural machinery will 
be a feature of considerable local importance, are to be 
held in France during the year. 

The first is to take place at Rennes from 25th April 
to 3rd May, and the second at Angers from 5th to 14th 
June. 

Interested firms can obtain further information on 
application to the Department of Overseas Trade, 35, 
Old Queen Street, London, 8.W. 1. 


LA GRANDE SEMAINE DE TOURS. 

The Department of Overseas Trade is informed that 
‘“La Grande Semaine de Tours,’’ which is reported as 
having enjoyed a consiaerable success last year, is to be 
held again at Tours from 9th to 17th May next. 

At the last Fair ten British firms were represented, of 
whom nine exhibited agricultural machinery, a section 
of special interest to the British manufacturer. 
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Application forms for the Agricultural Machinery 
Section of the Fair are available at the Department of 
Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, 8S.W. 1. 
Application forms for other trades can also be obtained 
if required. 





FORTHCOMING FAIRS. 
UNITED KINGDOM. 


Business Erriciency Exuisition— 

Central Hall, Westminster, February 4th-14th. 
Organised by the Office Appliance Trades Association, 
37 and 38, Strand, London, W.C. 2. 

WARRINGTON INDUSTRIAL TRADE EXHIBITION (2ND ANNUAL)— 
Empire Hall, February 11th-2lst, 1925. Organiser, 
Mr. L. Batley, Gorsey Works, Stockport. 

BRITISH INDUSTRIES FAIR— 
Birmingham, February 16th-27th. Under the auspices 
of the Department of Overseas Trade. Apply to the 
General Manager, 95, New Street, Birmingham. 

WoLvVERHAMPTON IpEAL HomEs AND GENERAL TRADES EXHIBI- 

TION— 
February 17th-26th. Apply to Messrs. Hamiltons, Ltd., 
Granville Chambers, Bury Street, Oxford Street, 
London, W.C. 1. 

IpgeAL Homes EXHIBITION— 

Olympia, March 2nd-25th. Organised by Associated 
Newspapers, Ltd., 130, Fleet Street, London, E.C. 4. 

MANCHESTER BuILDING TRADES EXHIBITION— 

March 3rd-14th. Apply to Provincial Exhibitions, Ltd., 
City Hall, Manchester. 

DuBLIN CHEMISTS’ EXHIBITION— 

March 9th. Apply to Dublin and [Irish Provincial 
Exhibitions, 42, Pearse Street, Dublin. 

SUNDERLAND IpEAL Homes AND GENERAL TRADES EXHIBITION— 
March 25th to April 4th. Apply to Messrs. Hamiltons, 
Ltd., Granville Chambers, Bury Street, London, W.C.1. 

BRITISH EMPIRE EXHIBITION— 

Wembley Park, April-October. Apply to Director 
United Kingdom Exhibits, Administration Buildings, 
Wembley. 


Nations’ Foop ExuHisirrion— 
London, April 1lth-May 2nd. Apply to International 
Trades Exhibitions, Ltd., Broad Street House, New 
Broad Street, London, E.C. 2. 


DRAPERY, TEXTILE, AND WOMEN’s WEAR EXHIBITION— 
London, April 20th-May Ist. Organised by Inter 
national Trades Exhibitions, Ltd., Broad Street House 
New Broad Street, London, E.0. 2. 


CHEMISTS’ EXHIBITION (29TH)— 
Holland Park Hall, London, May 4th-8ih. Organised 
by the British and Colonial Druggist, Ltd., 194-200, 
Bishopsgate, London, E.C. 2. 
Tosacco ExHIBITION— 
Olympia, May 9th-16th. Apply to ‘‘ Tobacco,’’ Monu 
ment Station Buildings, London, E.C. 4. 
INTERNATIONAL PRINTING, STATIONERY, AND ALLIED TRADES 
EXxHIBITION— 
Royal Agricultural Hall, London, May 16th-30th. 
Me Messrs. F. W. Bridges and Sons, Ltd., Avenue 
wa 4, Vernon Place, Southampton Row, London. 
ANNUAL HEaLTH EXHIBITION— 
Waverley Market, Edinburgh, July 20th-25th. In con- 
nection with the 36th Congress of Royal Sanitary Insti- 
tute, 90, Buckingham Palace Road, London, S8.W. 1. 
TrextTrLE MACHINERY AND Accessories ExHIBITION— 
Manchester City Hall, October 2nd-17th. Apply to the 
Organisers, 121, Deansgate, Manchester. 








OVERSEAS. 


INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION OF MODERN DECORATIVE 
AND INDUSTRIAL ART. 


PARIS—APRIL TO OCTOBER, 1925. 


A British Section is under organisaticn for the British Govern- 
ment by the Department of Overseas Trade. A National Pavilion 
is being constructed, and space has been allotted to Great Britain 
in other parts of the Exhibition area. 

Exhibits will be divided into the following groups :— 
1. Architecture. 
2. Furniture and Furnishings, including Fancy Goods, 
Textiles, Paper, Books, Sports Clothing, etc. 
5. Apparel. 
4. Theatrical, Street and Garden Arts. 
5. Educational. 
Particulars obtainable from the Department of Overseas 
Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, S.W. 1. 
MaprRip ExuisiTion of BUILDING MATERIALS AND ACCESSORIES— 
_ January 3lst—February 16th. 
New York Nationar Mercuanpise Buyers’ Farr (47H)— 
February 7th-14th. 
New York Moror-Cyciz anp Accessory SHow (11TH)— 
February 9th-14th. 
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BRUSSELS INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION OF AGRICULTURAL 
MACHINERY AND PRopucts (12TH)— 

February 14th-22nd. Particulars obtainable from the 
Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, 
London, 8.W. 1. 

KONIGSBERG INTERNATIONAL SAMPLE Fark (10TH)— 
February 15th-18th. Apply to Messamt, Hansaring, 
Konigsberg, Preussen. 

LEIPzIG INTERNATIONAL SAMPLE FarR— 
March Ist-7th. Technical Fair, March 1st-1lth. Apply 
to Charles Hennion, Jr., Astor House, Aldwych, 


London, W.C. 2. 


Lyons INTERNATIONAL SAMPLE Farr (15TH)— 
March 2nd-15th. Apply to Hotel-de-Ville, Lyons. 


MONTREAL WATERWORKS EXHIBITION— 

Windsor Hotel, Montreal, March 4th-6th. In conjunc 
tion with Bi-Annual Convention of Canadian Section -of 
American Waterworks Association. Apply to Mr. H. T, 
Hunter, c/o Messrs. Francis Hankin and Co., Ltd., 598, 
Union Avenue, Montreal. (See also the ‘‘ Journal ’”’ of 
25th December, 1924, page 726.) 

VIENNA INTERNATIONAL SAMPLE Farr (8TH)— 

March 8th-14th. Apply to Messe-Aktiengesellschaft, 1, 
Museumstrasse, Wien VIIc. 

UTRECHT INTERNATIONAL SAMPLE Fair (12TH)-— 

March 10th-19th. Apply: Secretaris, Vredenburg, 
Utrecht. 

BRESLAU INTERNATIONAL SAMPLE AND Book Fair (16TH)— 
March 15th-17th. Apply to Breslauer Messegesellschaft, 
6, Elisabethstr, Breslau, I. 

COLOGNE [NTERNATIONAL SAMPLE Farr (SRD)— 

March 15th-2lst. Apply to Handels-Kammer, Koln, 
Germany. 

GENEVA INTERNATIONAL Motor AND Cycite SHow (2ND)— 
March 20th-29th. Apply: 2, Place Bel Air, Geneve. 

Kiet NORTHERN SAMPLE Farr (7TH)— 

— 22nd-25th. Apply to Messamt, Klinke 27/29, 
Kiel. 

PRAGUE INTERNATIONAL SAMPLE Farr (10TH)— 

March 22nd-29th. Apply: Staromestsk4 radnice, 
Praha I. 

BRUSSELS INTERNATIONAL COMMERCIAL Farr (6TH)— 

Palais du Cinquantenaire, March 25th-April 8th. 
Apply : Maison des Ducs, 19, Grand’ Place, Bruxelles. 

Mitan INTERNATIONAL SAMPLE Fair (6TH)— 

April 12th-27th. Apply : 8 Via Amedei, Milano. 

FLORENCE INTERNATIONAL Book Farr (2ND)— 

April 16th-June 16th for British section. Apply to 
Publishers’ Association, Stationers’ Hall Court, 
London, E.C. 4. 

Swiss SAMPLES Farr (9TH)— 

Basle. April 18th-28th. 

FRANKFORT INTERNATIONAL SAMPLE Fare (12TH)— 

April 19th-22nd. Apply to Haus Offenbach, Platz der 
Republik, Frankfurt-am- Main. 

ZAGREB INTERNATIONAL SAMPLE FAIR AND Sport EXHIBITION— 
April 26th-May 4th. 

BRESLAU INTERNATIONAL AGRICULTURAL AND MACHINERY AND 

CONSTRUCTION FaIR— 
May. Apply to Breslauer Messegesellschaft, Elisabethstr 
6, Breslau, I. 

HYDRAULIC POWER AND TouRING EXHIBITION— 

Grenoble, May-October. For syllabus apply to the 
Department of Overseas Trade at address given below. 
PosEN FirtH ANNUAL Farr— 
May Srd-10th. Apply to Department of Overseas 
Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, 8.W. 1. 
GRANDE SEMAINE DE TouRs— 
May 9th-17th. Mairie de Tours. 
HAVANA INTERNATIONAL SAMPLES FarrR (2ND)— 
May 14th-29th (approx. dates). 

INTERNATIONAL NETHERLAND East INDIAN Farr (6TH)— 
Bandoeng. June 20th-July 5th. 

HELSINGFORS INTERNATIONAL FINNISH Farr (6TH)— 

July I1st-6th. Apply: Finlandska Massa A.B., 
Frederiksgatan 14, Helsingfors. 

DUNKIRK SAMPLE FAIR OF THE NORTHERN CountRIEs (2ND)— 
July 10th-26th. Apply: 2 Rue Gaspard Malo, 
Dunkerque. 

Rica INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION AND Farr (5rn).— 

July 19th-August 2nd. 


CANADIAN NATIONAL EXHIBITION— 
Toronto, August 22nd-September 5th. Apply to Sec- 
retary, Lumsden Building, Toronto. For British Sec- 
tion, apply to Federation of British Industries, 39, St. 
James’ Street, London, 8.W. 1. 

DUNEDIN EXHIBITION OF WoRLD’s ARTS, PRropucts AND MANU- 

FACTURES— 

November 12th, 1925-March 31st, 1926. Apply to Exhi 
bition Section, Federation of British Industries, 39, St. 
James’s Street, London, S.W. 1. 





[Note.—The above list is not intended to include all forth- 
coming Fairs and Exhibitions throughout the world, but only 
to cover some of the more important ones, especially those of 
interest to the British manufacturer. Information regarding 
Exhibitions and Fairs other than those mentioned above is on 
file, and may be obtained on application to the Exhibitions and 
Fairs Division, Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen 
Street, Iondon, 8.W. 1.] 


| EBI 


An 
Infor 
porte 
The % 


— ~~ P 


i, id 
comp 


cn 


Mo 


Janue 


Unite 
Unite 
Conti 
Britis 
Japal 
Other 


A 
office 
hous 
busi 
not 1 
more 
Dom 
large 
luml 
of w 
Expo 
those 
sions 
it wi 
Cana 
lry il 
of al 
mark 
man 
autu 

Th 
of th 
of in 
crops 
the 1 
that 
gage 
accul 
and 
Atte 
the 
agric 
as in 


Do 
from 
272 1 


ae | 


SULTURAL 
rom the 
Street, 


nSaring, 


1. Appl 
Lidwyeh 


con june- 
ction ‘of 
. a. 


ral PS of 
haft, 1, 
enburg, 
Ischaft, 

Koln, 


né6ve. 


27 /29, 
adnice, 


8th. 
les. 


ply to 
Court, 


z der 
"ION— 
AND 


ethstr 


» the 
elow. 


rseas 


mF 


Lalo, 


Sec- 
Sec- 


St. 
\NU- 


xhi 
St. 


rth- 
yn! 

) of 
ing 
on 
und 
een 


Frepruary 12, 1925. 


Imperial and Foreign 
Trade. 


BRITISH EMPIRE. 








BRITISH MALAYA. 





RUBBER EXPORTS IN JANUARY. 


An official cablegram from Singapore to the Malay States 
Information Agency, London, states that the rubber ex- 
ported from British Malaya in January totalled 19,183 tons. 
The amount of rubber imported was 10,132 tons, of which 
7,577 tons were declared as wet rubber. The following are 
comparative statistics :— 
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1924. | 1925. 
Month. | ata iad lal lini et ° 
Gross Foreign Gross Foreign 
Exports. Imports. | Exports. Impoxts. 
Oi nliniatiatiiiii ae : sichianaciiaibie 
Tons. Tons. | Tons. Tons. 
January ... 23,844 8,867 19,183 10,132 











DISTRIBU TION OF SHIPMENTS. 





| 
a December, 1924.! January, 1925. 














Destination. | 

—_ = _ Papers ———E — | — =_— 

Tons. | Tons. 
United Kingdom _... ies 2,341 | 1,435 
United States - iat 18,338 | 14,807 
Continent of Europe oe 2,397 | 1,904 
British Possessions ... 314 | 421 
Japan... oe owe _— 763 611 
Other foreign countries 51 5 
Total balk 24,204 19,183 

CANADA. 





TRADE AND INDUSTRY IN 1924. 


(From H.M. Trade Commissioner.) 
TORONTO. 


A review of the published reports of many executive 
officers of banks, insurance institutions, and business 
houses indicates that 1924 was a disappointing year for 
business in Canada. The early promise of the spring was 
not maintained, and the latter half of the year was one of 
more or less depressed business conditions throughout the 
Dominion, although some of the department stores had the 
largest Christmas trade in their history. The demand for 
lumber was not as good as had been expected, and the cul 
of wood this winter will probably be less than in 1924. 
Exports of lumber have been in smaller volume, although 
those of newsprint paper have increased. Further exten- 
sions are under way in the newsprint paper industry, and 
it will be only a matter of a comparatively short time before 
Canada is the world’s largest producer. The mining indus- 
lry in Ontario was very active in 1924. In general, factories 
of all classes producing articles for sale in the domestic 
market have not found business any too good, although in 
many cases a seasonal improvement took place in the 
autumn. 

That the present year will be a better one is the opinion 
of the majority. They point to improvements in many lines 
of industry, to the fact that the proceeds from the field 
crops have been applied, to a larger extent than usual, to 
the reduction of current as well as of past liabilities, and 
that in agricultural districts, where borrowing on mort- 
gage has been extensive for many years and has tended to 
accumulate, there is now a disposition to reduce this debt 
and to refrain, as far as possible, from increasing it. 
Attention is also drawn to the favourable balance of trade, 
the stability of the Canadian dollar, the rise in prices of 
agricultural products, and the vast resources of the country 
as indications of future prosperity. 


AGRICULTUBE AND Live SrTock. 
Dominion crops in 1924 showed a considerable falling off 


from 1923’s high returns. Wheat production was placed at 
272 million bushels, or 202 million bushels less than the 
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harvest of the previous year. The 1924 crop, however, was 
a little better than the average crop for the 1918-22 period, 
and considerably better than the average for the ten years 
1913-22. A compensating factor for the “diminished returns 
is the advance in price of wheat from about a dollar to 
around 1 dol. 65 cents per bushel. 

Not only is the last harvest bringing a far better price, 
but costs of production were lower, so that the crop is 
estimated to be worth more to the farmer than the immense 
one of the previous year, and undoubtedly the prices of 
things he has to sell bear a much better relation to the 
prices of those he has to buy than was the case a year ago. 

It is customary at about this period for the farm imple- 
ment companies in Canada to determine the prices of their 
products for the year. Many examples of reductions could 
be enumerated, but the following will afford indications of 
what has been done :—Binders reduced by 10 dols., mowers 
by 44 dols., rakes by 2 dols., hay loaders by 5 dols., petrol 
engines by 1535 dols., and wagons and gang ploughs by 
5 dols. each. 

Final figures of the exports of cattle to the United King- 
dom for the year 1924, as issued by the Department of 
Agriculture, show that ‘all told, 81,695 cattle were shipped 
overseas, compared with 57,672 in 1923. 


PuLtp AND Paper AND BuILDING CONSTRUCTION. 


The pulp and paper industry was less active in 1924 than 
in 1923, and gains were on a smaller scale, and were offset 
at frequent intervals by declines. Pulp and paper plants 
reported curtailment of business, but employment in print- 
ing establishments was generally on a slightly higher level 
than in the preceding year. 

Newsprint production in Canadian mills during the 
month of November, 1924, amounted to 111,049 tons, com- 
pared with 112,248 tons in October, the decline being due 
to the shorter number of working days, according to a 
report issued by the Canadian Pulp and Paper Association. 
The actual daily production in November was 4,617 tons, 
compared with a daily output of 4,500 tons in October. For 
the first eleven months of 1924 production totalied 1,233,129 
tons, as against 1,166,225 tons in the same period of 1923, 
an increase of 66,904 tons. 

The volume of new building and construction work com- 
menced in Canada in 1924 was well below the previous year’s 
figures, a decrease of 12 per cent. being recorded in value 
at 276,261,100 dols., as against 314,254,000 dols. for 1923. 
Among the provinces Ontario’s total: of 134,486,000 dols. 
stands out conspicuously. This province enjoyed a particu- 
larly active construction period in the later months of the 
year, which largely offset the rather quiet beginning. The 
largest awards pertained to the new Welland Ship Canal, on 
which work is now progressing rapidly. Other large works 
actually under way are a silk factory at Cornwall, to cost 
two million dols.; three office buildings in Toronto totalling 
3,250,000 dols; and a half-million dollar apartment house. 
suilding permits issued in Toronto during 1924 amounted 
in value to 23,803,353 dols., as compared with 30,609,227 
dols. in the preceding year, according to a report issued by 
the city architect’s office. 

Building material prices declined steadily during the year, 
and at the present time the average is lower than at any 
time since the war. It is felt, however, that not much 
further recession can be expected. Scales of wages in the 
building trades continue at a high level. 





KENYA AND UGANDA. 





EXPORT TRADE, JANUARY-NOVEMBER. 


(From H.M, Trade Commisstoner. ) 
NATROBI. 


The totai value of exports from Kenya and Uganda during 
the eleven months under review was £5,832,374 as compared 
with £3,760,416 in the corresponding period of 1923. Of 
this amount £2,008,439 represented exports from Kenya, 
while the balance, £3,823,935, constituted exports from 
Uganda. The corresponding totals in 1923 were £1,396,792 
and £2,363,624. 

Despite the large increase in the Uganda cotton crop, from 
approximately 90,000 bales in 1923 to 135,000 in 1924, and 
the coincident increase in the price of raw cotton, Kenya 
has practically maintained her snare of the joint export 
trade. It may be stated that whereas just under 90 per 
cent. of the total exports of Uganda is furnished by cotton 
alone, in the case of Kenya there are very considerable in- 
creases in a number of commodities, including maize, 
coffee and sisal. The increases are not confined to these 
staple crops, but occur also in the minor exports of the 
colony. 
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ESTHONIA. 





EXPORTS OF TIMBER IN 1924. 


According to the Esthonian Legation in London, there 
was a marked increase in the exports of timber and sawn 
voods during the year under review. Exports in 1924 
amounted to 242,000 tons, valued at 1,752,370,490 Esthonian 
marks, as against 186,667 toms, 151,667 tons and 56,667 tons 
respectively in the three previous years. The bulk of the 
timber to the value of 1,450 million Esthonian marks went 
io the Uniled Kingdom, and the remainder to France, 
Belgium, the Netherlands, Denmark and Germany. 

Approximately one-half of the exports consisted of boards 
and deals, while the remainder included pit-props, ply- 
wood, chair-sets and sleepers, most of the latter going to 
the United Kingdom and the Netherlands. 





FRANCE. 
DISTRIBUTION OF FOREIGN TRADE IN 1924. 


(From the British Ambassador.) 





PaRIs. 

The returns of French foreign trade with individual 
countries for the past year, summarised in the ‘‘ Temps,’’ 
show that imports from the United Kingdom amounted to 
4,961 million francs, as compared with 5,275 million frs. in 
1923—a decrease of about 314 million frs. On the other 
hand, the value of imports from Germany rose by nearly 
964 million frs., and of those from the United States by 
694 million frs. With the exception of Great Britain, 
Czechoslovakia, Tunisia and French Indo-China, imports 
from all countries separately classified in the Customs re- 
turns show an increase. 

The value of French exports to the United Kingdom 
during 1924 increased by 1,670 million frs., namely, from 
6,148 million frs. to 7,818 million frs., or 27 per cent. Ex- 
ports to Germany show an increase of 2,692 million frs., or 
nearly 250 per cent.; to Belgium and Luxemberg of 1,318 
million frs., or 225 per cent.; and to the United States of 
647 million frs., or 26 per cent. The value of exports to all 
countries separately classified in the Customs returns show 
an increase. 

During the year the value of French imports frum foreign 
countries amounted to 36,066 million frs., as compared 
with just above 29,603 million frs. in 1923, an increase of 
about 6,463 million frs., and that of her exports to 36,154 
million frs., as against 26,362 million frs., an increase »f 
nearly 9,792 million frs. The value of imports into France 
from her colonies and protectorates amounted to 4,066 
million frs., against 3,085 million frs., and that of exports 
from France to her colonies, eic., to 5,300 million frs., as 
against 4,070 million frs. 

There was, therefore, as regards foreign countries, a 
favourable balance of 88 million frs. in round figures during 
1924, as against an unfavourable balance of 3,241 million 
frs. in 1923. The trade of France with her colonies and 
protectorates showed a favourable balance of nearly 1,234 
million frs., as compared with 985 million frs. in the pre- 
vious year. 
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SWEDEN. 





THE TIMBER TRADE IN 1924. 


Taken as a whole, the past year was a disastrous one in 
the annals of the Swedish wood trade, states ‘‘ Swedish 
Export,’’ in the course of a review of Sweden’s industries 
during 1924. The total sales were approximately the same 
as in 1923, or somewhat above 900,000 standards, but a great 
part was sold at a serious loss. 

The selling for 1924 delivery commenced at rates of about 
£19 for redwood deals and £17 for battens on sales to 
Belgium, Spain and Denmark. British and French 
enquiries forced up the prices to £21 and £18 for shipments 
to Belgium. French buyers in the meantime concentrated 
their attention on whitewood, which they bought at £16 15s. 
to £17 10s. and £14 10s. to £14 15s. for deals and battens 
respectively. 

Prospects were rather favourable than otherwise in the 
beginning of the year, British and French importers going 
in rather heavily for unsorted redwood at prices ranging 
from £19 for Upper Gulf and £22 10s. for Lower Gulf red- 
wood, and at the end of March about 400,000 standards of 
wood goods had been sold. 
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FALLING PrIcES AND QUESTIONED QUALITY. 


A marked reduction in sales was noted from month to 
month during the second quarter, however, and in regard 
to deals the demand ceased altogether. It became plain 
that in order to lighten the relatively large stocks of deals it 
would be necessary to reduce prices. During May a tem- 
porary increase of interest was noted on the part of England, 
France and Holland, who bought large parcels at £18 10s. 
for redwood battens, £16 10s. for scantlings and £17 for 
whitewood deals, but these prices turned out to be the 
highest during the rest of the year. Sales were still made, 


but at lower rates and only for prompt shipments, in itself 


a sign of distrust on the part of purchasers. ‘The Soviet’s 
dumping of White Sea and Petrograd stocks in order to 
relieve financial necessities was largely responsible for this 
altitude. At the end of the initial six months about 600,000 
standards had been sold. 

The summer months, as usual, were very quiet, but there 
was no improvement in September, and shippers became 
anxious about the disposal of their surplus stocks. lurther 
big cuts in prices followed down to a basis of £16 10s. for 
redwood deals. Although whitewood was in good demand 
battens went down to £13 5s., but it cannot be said these 
low prices stimulated sales to any considerable extent, 
mainly because Finnish shippers were concluding very large 
contracts at a considerably lower level. 

A feature of the year’s business, tending to make the situa- 
tion still more unsatisfactory, was the unprecedentedly great 
number of claims made by buyers on the score of defective 
quality. The unfavourable drying weather in the spring 
may have been a sufficient reason in respect to early ship- 
ments, but claims during the latter part of the year must be 
in part attributed to nervousness caused by the falling 
market. At any rate, concludes ‘‘ Swedish Export,’’ the 
satisfaction of many of these claims will prove to have been 
a further heavy tax on the year’s working. 





SWITZERLAND. 





EXPORT TRADE IN 1924. 


Although complete statistics for the year under review 
are not yet available, it is possible to observe, from those 
already published, the general trend of trade during 1924, 
states the ‘‘ Anglo-Swiss Commercial Gazette,’’ the official 
journal of the British Chamber of Commerce for Switzerland 
(Inc.). Foodstuffs recovered fairly well on the whole, espe. 
cially chocolate and cheese, and to a lesser extent condensed 
milk. The degree of trade in these lines indicates, how- 
ever, that a further improvement must come before the posi- 
tion can be regarded as really satisfactory. Prospects for 
1925 are good, although it is realised that any amelioration 
can only be gradual. 

The textile trades were in a much more satisfactory posi- 
lion, the cotton and weaving mills having been well 
occupied. The silk industry attained what was practically 
peace-time output, but only in piece goods, the demand for 
silk ribbons having been comparatively weak. A record 
year was experienced in the artificial silk trade, while an 
improvement is reported in the watch-making industry. 
The embroidery trade, however, experienced a Lad year. 
Experts of footwear showed an increase, high quality goods 
having been in considerable demand. 





UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


INDUSTRIAL AND TRADE CONDITIONS. 


The prospective return of sterling to parity and the re- 
sumption of the gold standard are topics of lively discussion 
in financial circles in the United States, reports a cable to 
the London Office of the Guaranty Trust Company of New 
York. 

Heavy gold exportation continues, the January total being 
about 90 million dollars. Trade and industrial activity gain 
slowly; the textile situation is still unfavourable, but the 
iron and steel industry is operating near capacity. 

Business movements in December included an advance of 
2 per cent. in wholesale commodity prices to the highest 
since April, 1923, and an increase of 10 per cent. in the pro- 
duction of basic industries to a point of 25 per cent. above 
last summer. 

The foreign trade figures for 1924 show an increase of 
exports evenly divided among different classes of goods, 
manufactures being 35 per cent. of the total, against 36 
per cent. in the preceding year; raw foodstuffs were 9 per 
cent. against 6 per cent. Imports of foodstuffs were 12 per 
cent. of the total against 9 per cent. in 1923. 

Professor Irving Fisher’s commodity price index for the 
last week in January was the highest for nearly two years, 
being 164°4 against 162°1 in the preceding week, and 1567 
at the end of December. 
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and Bankinsg. 





UNITED KINGDOM. 





NEW CAPITAL ISSUES IN JANUARY. 


The 


Midland Bank, Limited. 


following statistics have been 
They exclude all direct borrowings 


compiled by 


the 


by the British Government for national purposes, shares 
jssued to vendors, allotments arising from the capitalisation 
of reserve funds and undivided profits, issues for conversion 
purposes, short-dated bills sold in anticipation of long-term 
borrowings, and loans by Municipal and County Authori- 
ties, except in cases where there is a specified limit to the 
They do not include issues of capital by 


total subscription. 


private companies except where particulars are publicly 
In all cases the figures are based upon the 
prices of issue :— 


announced. 


New Capirat Issuges* py Monrus. 

















{ 
Month. 1922. {| 1923. 1924. 1925. 

¥ | £ £ £ 
January 42,343,378 | 21,051,940 | 11,540,267 | 20,093,859 
February ... | 25,996,607 | 9,956,913 | 22,388,347 — 
March 24,867,127 | 14,880,184 | 13,324,119 — 
April 17,167,267 | 16,028,040 | 4,804,810 . 
May 35,782,757 | 26,844,923 | 34,836,124 — 
June 21,989,855 | 34,762,654 | 19,321,742 
July 18,627,347 | 20,859,046 | 21,352,241 Pp 
August ... | 1,096,650 | 1,307,677 | 3,648,962 a 
September... | 5,187,878 | 4,329,308 | 7,902,393 | 
October ... | 25,330,678 | 38,575,854 | 36,958.810 
November... | 9,741,909 | 13,468,450 | 21,401,369 
December ... 7,937,097 | 1,694,765 | 26,066,748 — 
Year 235,668,550 203,759,754 |223,545,932 — 





* Excluding British Government Loans raised directly for 
national purposes. 


GEOGRAPHICAL DISTRIBUTION* By MONTHS. 























| — 
Great |Indiaand| Brtish — Foreign 
ee Britain. | Ceylon. Posses- Gouedaaen. Total. 
s810ns. 
| 
1923, £1,000 | £1,000 £1,000 £1,000 £1,000 
January... 1,736 | 670 9,202 9,444 21,052 
February 1,241 | 286 6,566 1,864 9,907 
March 10,940 | 672 2,912 356 | 14,880 
April 5,923 1,454 4,759 3,892 16,028 
May 4,830 18,050 3,511 454 26,845 
June 8,205 970 3,408 22,179 34,762 
July - 9,322 1,239 4,868 5,430 20,859 
August .... 423 295 277 313 1,308 
September 522 -= 2,138 1,669 4,329 
October 17,659 —= 19,483 1,434 38,576 
November 6,172 1,694 4,474 1,129 13,469 
December 611 61 588 435 1,695 
Year 67,584 25,391 62,186 48,599 | 203,760 
1924. | 
January... 5,556 | —- 3,326 2,658 11,540 
February 5,455 172 5,036 11,725 | 22,388 
March 6,589 321 897 5,517 13,324 
April 2,937 159 1,639 70 4,805 
May 5,521 554 23,743 9,018 | 34,836 
June 13,692 927 2,202 2,501 | 19,322 
July 12,284 | 25 1,100 7,943 | 21,352 
August ‘oe 1,230 | —- 833 1,586 | 3,649 
September 5,334 | 25 1,051 1,493 | 17,903 
October... 9,448 | 80 | 13,850 13,581 | 36,959 
November 11,022 | 347 9,131 901 | 21,401 
December 10,255 | — 8,084 7,728 | 26,067 
Year 89,323 | 2,610 | 70,892 60,721 | 223,546 
1925. | | | 
January... 14,266 | 500 963 4,365 | 20,004 





* Excluding British Government Loans raised directly for 
national purposes. 


BANKING BUSINESS. 





PORTUGAL. 





With reference to the notice on new Exchange proposals 
Which appeared in the ‘‘ Journal ”’ of 15th January (page 
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78), the Board of Trade have received a copy of Portuguese 
Decree No. 10,474 of 17th January, reorganising the regime 
applicable to the carrying on of banking business in 
Portugal. 

In general the provisions apply to both national and 
foreign banks and no bank, whether national or foreign, 
may be established without the authority of the Ministry of 
Finance. 

A copy (in Portuguese) of the Decree may be consulted at 
the Board of Trade, Great George Street, London, S.W. 1. 
(Reference C.R.T. /696.) 

scinelsinacestcbliitiabiaiai li desi! 


Shipping and Railways. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 








MOVEMENT OF SHIPPING IN DECEMBER. 

The number and net tonnage of vessels arriving at and 
departing from ports in the United Kingdom (including the 
Isle of Man) with cargues or in ballast during the month 
of December were as follows :— 

















| Arrived. | Departed. 
| | 

Trade. | | | es pret T 
Number.) Tons net. Number. Tons net. 
Foreign 7,369 9,351,089 | 7,228 | 8,884,729 
Coasting 12,064 | 3,372,005 | 12,135 | 3,416,782 
SS en : Ae ili —-— | ——_——__-— - 
Total 19,433 12,723,094 | 19,363 |12,301,511 





= -——--- oe —a= ~ ————— ee —_ 


The average daily movement of vessels in December, 1924, 
in the preceding month, and in December, 1923, was as 
follows :- -- 
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Arrived. Departed. 


Month. 
Number. | Tons net. | Number. Tons net. 


Foreign Trade. 





December, 1924... 238 301,648 233 286,604 

November, 1924... 243 299,959 247 305,392 

December, 1923 ... 259 | 308,154 248 290,485 
| Coasting Trade. 

December, 1924... 389 | 108,774 391 110,219 

November, 1924... 422 | 114,117 418 115,697 

393 | 111,532 393 112,045 


December, 1923... 


TT 











Particulars for the leading port areas are given below, 
FoREIGN TRADE.—DECEMBER, 1924. 


| 











Ports. | Total Arrived. | Total Departed. 
| 
No. | Tons net.| No. | Tons net. 
London | 1,112 1,574,357] 898 | 1,245,844 
Mersey ports ... 80] 1,522,472} 755 1,291,566 
South Wales ports 813 990,453 | 1,021 | 1,301,040 
Tyne ports wee) 464 (584,990! 499} 661,087 
Ports between Tyne and | 
Humber ..| 826 421,084; 305; 415,598 
Humber ports ... 639 734,201; 611 652,036 
Southampton ... _ 262 659,581! 250; 585,599 
Dover, Folkestone and New- | 
haven one wi .... 402 254,324; 408; 251,144 
Glasgow and Greenock ...| 257 478,459; 271) 496,132 
Rest of Great Britain... ...| 2,173 1,960,128 | 2,127 | 1,855,363 
Ports of Northern Ireland | 120 171,040| 83; 129,320 
j 





On comparison with the figures for December, 1923, the 
total tonnage arrived shows a decrease of 2-1 per cent., and 
that departed a decrease of 1:3 per cent. The foliowing are 
the principal increases and decreases per cent. in the 
tonnage arriving in and departing from the respective port 
areas :— 

Arrivals: 

Increases—London, +5; Mersey ports, 7:); 
Folkestone, and Newhaven, 5°9; Glasgow 
Greenock, 13°7; ports of Northern Ireland, 34:5. 


Dover, 
and 
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Decreases—South Wales ports, 16°8; Tyne ports, 13°3; 
Humber ports, 11:1; Southampton, 135°5. 
Departures: a 
Increases—London, 7°6; Mersey ports, 50; Dover, 
Folkestone and Newhaven, 6°5; Glasgow and 
Greenock, 3°9; ports of Northern Ire land, 39:5. 
Decreases—South Wales ports, 6°4; Tyne ports, 4°2; 
Humber ports, 19°9; Southampton, 4:3. 
_ Exports of coal from the United Kingdom fell from 
5,874,000 tons in December, 1923, to 5,168,000 tons in 
December, 1924. 

This fall is no doubt the cause of the decreases, referred 
to above, in the tonnage of ships arriving at and departing 
from South Wales ports, Tyne ports, and Humber ports. 
The decreases shown by the figures relating to Southampton 
appear to be chiefly attributable to the circumstance that 
foreign liners running between the Continent of Europe 
and ‘trans-Atlantic countries called at that port on fewer 
occasions in December, 1924, than in December, +923, while 
fewer voyages were made by certain British liners. 


CoAsTING TRADE, DECEMBER, 1924. 








Ports. | Total Arrived. Total Departed. 
Number. Tonsnet. Number.| Tons net. 

EE. iiiibnceonee 775 412,297 981 611,928 
Mersey ports ......... 840 201,940 891 347,493 
South Wales ports 812 500,334 616 | 182,044 
Tyne ports ......... 343 261,792 321 | 192,967 
Ports between Tyne | | 

and Humber ...... 406 218,108 412 | 227,130 
Humber ports ...... 349 139,500 367 | 170,209 
Southampton ...... 650 76,941 647 | 72,482 
Dover, Folkestone 

and Newhaven ... 74 13,954 66 | 14,506 
Glasgow and | 

Greenock .......+. 741 182,518 706 | 142,886 
Rest of Great Britain 6,210 1,121,423 6,224 | 1,179,117 
Ports of Northern 

eer 864 243,198 904 276,020 














On comparison with the figures for December, 1923, the 
total tonnage arriving shows a decrease of 2°5 per ‘cent. , and 
that departing a decrease of 1°6 per cent. 








“ The efficiency of foam or 
froth as an extinguisher of 
oil fires is established, and 
experience with its use 
confirms the strong recom- 
mendation of the Advisory 


Committee.” 
Board of Trade Circular 1647 


foamire Kirercam 


is the 


original foam 
ENGINES : 








EXTINGUISHERS SYSTEMS 


Wnite for literature and 
address of nearest agent 
to 


Foamite Firefoam, Ltd., 
24-26, Maddox St., 
LONDON, W.1. 
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The principal increases and decreases under port areas are 
the following :— 
Arrivals: 

Increases—London, 4°0; Mersey ports, 3°5; Southamp- 
ton, 15°3. 

Decreases—South Wales ports, 9°2; ports between Tyne 
and Humber, 7:2; Humber ports, 12°7; Dover, 
Folkestone, and Newhaven, 20°9; ports of Northern 
Ireland, 10°9. 


Departures: 
Increases—Mersey ports, 
J1°9. 
Decreases—South Wales ports, 20°8; Humber ports, 
11:5; Southampton, 31-1; Dover, Folkestone, and New- 
haven, 17:4; ports of Northern Ireland, 4°5,. 


10:0; Glasgow and Greenock, 








RAILWAY STATISTICS FOR NOVEMBER. 


The Ministry of Transport announce that the statistics 
for November last have now been published, and can be 
obtained at H.M. Stationery Office (price 3s.). 

The total number of passenger journeys (excluding season- 
ticket holders) was 93,735,213, a decrease compared with 
November, 1923, of 1 070, 742, or 1-1 per cent. The journeys 
made by passengers at reduced fares increased by 3,137,259, 
but the journeys at full fares decreased by 4,208,001. The 
receipts from passengers (excluding season ticket holders) 
showed a shrinkage of £51,945, or 1:3 per cent. If the 
London tubes and Metropolitan District Railw ay be omitted, 
the figures mark an advance of journeys of 707,676, or 1:0 
per cent., but a decline in receipts of £28,501, or 0°7 per 
cent. For all companies the receipts from passenger train 
traffic (including season tickets and parcels and miscel- 
laneous traffic, but excluding mails and parcels post) were 
£83,849 less than in November, 1923, a decrease of 1°4 per 
cent. The coaching train miles showed a fall of 662,911, 
equivalent to 3-2 per cent. 

The total tonnage of freight conveyed (excluding free- 
hauled traffic) was 27,899,179, a decrease of 2,512,447, or 8&3 
per cent. The quantity of coal, coke, and patent fuel con- 
veyed was 2,486,020 tons less than in November, 1923, a 
decline of 12:7 per cent. The total ton-miles for all traffic 
(excluding free-hauled) showed a decrease of 5:9 per cent. 

Freight train receipts (less cost of collection and delivery) 
amounted to £8,744,431, a decrease of £489,795, or 5:3 per 
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TO CANADA AND U.S.A, 


SOUTHAMPTON TO ST. JOHN, N.B. 


Via Cherbourg. 


TMAKBURN ose 20 Feb. MELITA ... 7 4 Apr. 
MELITA ... ove 7 Mar, TMARBURN (Q) ... 16 Apr 
LIVERPOOL TO ST. JOHN, N.B. 
tTMONTCALM eve 13 Feb, tMONTCLARE .,.. 27 Feb, 
MONTLAURIER ... 21 Feb, tTMONTROSE _ 6 Mar, 
(tj) via Queenstown, (Q) to Quebec and Montreal. 
GLASGOW TO ST. JOHN, N.B. 

MARLOCH (B) ee 20 Feb, METAGAMA (B) ewe 6 Mar. 
(B) via Beltast, 

LONDON TO ST. JOHN, N.B. 

*BAWTRY ove «. 21 Feh, *BOTHWELL (via Havre) tr Mar 


AVONMOUTH TO ST. JOHN, N.B, 


STEAMER eee eee eee eee eee eoe ooo — 
SWANSEA TO S&T. JOHN, N.B. 
STEAMER eee ee ene eee ——— 


ANTWERP TO sT. JOHN, N. B. 
*BOSWORTH ... coe 24 Mar, 


HAMBURG TO ST. JOHN, N.B. 
*BAWTRY (via London) r4 Feb. *BOLINGBROKE (via Havre) 28 Feb, 


ROTTERDAM TO ST. JOHN, N.B. 
STEAMER ... eee soe —— 


‘HAVRE TO 8T. JOHN, N. 8. 
*BOLINGBROKE ... 3. Mar. .*BOTHWELL ove woe 13 Mar. 
* Freight only. 


GENOA TO st. JOHN, N.B. 
STEAMER .. . Sere aia 


NAPLES TO ST. JOHN, N. B. 
STEAMER eos eee eee one eee — 


JAPAN AND CHINA. 
Sailings from Vancouver. 
EMPRESS OF RUSSIA 6Mar. EMPRESSOF AUSTRALIA 20 Mar. 


NEW ZEALAND AND AUSTRALIA, 
Via Canadian Pacific and Canadian Australasian Mail Service 
from Vancouver to Honolulu, Suva, Auckland and Sydney. 
MAKURA .,, oe tr Mar, AORANGI .,. ae 8 Apr. 


Merchandise by Dominion Express To Att PorntTs, 
Apply CANADIAN PACIFIC RAILWAY, 


London: 62-5, Charing Cross, S.W.1; 103, Leadenhal! St., E.C.3. 

Liverpool: Royal Liver Building, Pierhead. Southampton: Canute 

Road, Antwerp: 25, Quai Jordaens. Brussels: 98, Boulevard Adolphe 

Max. Hamburg: Alsterdamm 24, Rotterdam: Coolsingel 42. Paris: 

7, Rue Scribe, Christiania: Jernbanetorvet 4. Warsaw: 117, Mars- 

zalowska, Prague: 11, Havlickovo namesti. Vienna: 6, Karntnerriug. 
or Local Agents Everywhere. 
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SHIPPING AND RAILWAYS—Continued. 





cent., and the receipts per ton-mile were :—General mer- 
chandise (including livestock), 2°256 pence; coal, coke and 
patent fuel, 0°993 pence; and other minerals, 1:171 pence; 
as compared with 2°304 pence, 1:018 pence, and 1:109 pence 
respectively in November, 1923. 

The freight train-miles run were 574,435, or 4°7 per cent. 
less than in November, 1923. The average train load 
decreased from 1344 tons to 133 ions, while the net ton- 
miles per engine hour remained almost stationary. 





GERMANY. 





SEA TRAFFIC OF STETTIN IN 1924. 
(From the British Vice-Consul. ) 
STETTIN. 
The following are statistics of the shipping and goods 
traffic by sea of the port of Stettin last year, figures for 1923 
and 1912 also being given for purposes of comparison :— 
SEAGOING SHIPPING. 

















Entered. Cleared. 
Year. oe. Bea inh Pee a 
No. of Net. Reg. No. of Net. Reg. 
Vessels. Tons. Vessels. Tons. 
1924 . -:2,926 1,550,000 2,856 1,450,000 
1923 ies 3,227 2,208,800 3,616 2,417,859 
1912 — 5,695 2,340,978 5,589 2,328,579 





The total quantity of goods imported’ by sea in 1924 
amounted to 1,991,000 tons, and that exported by sea to 
701,000 tons, a total of 2,692,000 tons, compared with 
4,300,000 tons in 1923, and 5,400,000 tons in 1912. 

The falling off in the shipping and total amount of goods 
imported and exported at Stettin in 1924 was principally 
due, no doubt, to the general trade depression, while the 
comparatively high import figures for 1923 are explained by 
heavy arrivals of British coal. 

Nore.—knquiries regarding shipping and_ transport 
matters should be made at the City Office of the Department 
of Trade (Shipping and Transport Section), 73, Basinghall 
Street, London, E.C, 2. 





— 


ITALY. 








THE PORT OF GENOA. 


The British Consul-General at Genoa has forwarded a 
Report upon that shipping centre, which, although not in- 
lended to constitute a complete work on the port, deals in 
brief form with the nature, extent and tendency of its 
activities. Special attention has been paid to questions bear- 
ing on British shipping interests, and notice is drawn to 
the following points :— 

(a) The rapidly decreasing proportion of British traffic; 
(b) the serious disparity between imports and_ exports; 
(c) approximate figures of coal imports; (d) examination 
made of the port charges; and (e) progress made on the con- 
struction of the new harbour. 

iritish firms desirous of consulting this Report should 


- apply to the City Office of the Department of Overseas Trade 
(Shipping and Transport Section), 73, 
London, E.C. 2. 


Basinghall Street, 








Minerals and Metals. 
FRANCE. 





AND COKE IMPORTS IN DECEMBER. 


(From the Commercial Counsellor.) 


COAL 


PARIS. 


According to the ‘‘ Nord Industriel,’’? French imports of 
coal during the month of December amounted to 1,947,000 
tons, as against 2,029,000 tons in November. Imports from 
the United Kingdom declined further to 927,000 tons, as 
against 970,000 tons in November. Germany supplied 
398,000 tons, compared with 384,000 tons; the Saar territory 
488,000, against 498,000 tons; Belgium and Luxemburg 
127,000, against 119,000 tons; and Holland 47,000, against 
30,000 tons. No coal is recorded as having been imported 
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from the United States, whereas in November arrivals from 
that country amounted to 28,000 tons. 

During the whole year 1924 imports into France amounted 
to 25,106,584 tons, compared with 26,268,187 tons in 1923. 
Imports from the United Kingdom amounted to 13,020,000 
tons, as against 17,954,000 tons, a decrease of nearly five 
million tons. The following table shows the quantity of 
coal imported from other suppiying countries, together with 
the corresponding figures for 1923 :— 








| 





Country. | 1924. | 1923. 
| 
~ AE ae | 
Tons. Tons. 
Saar Territory 5,214,030 3,182,275 
Germany ... 4,263,179 1,478,527 
Belgium 1,710,694 2,179,099 
Holland 509,028 723,405 
United States 344,648 670,823 











Imports of coke in December amounted to 507,000 tons, 
as against 250,000 tons. Germany supplied 443,000, as 
against 191,000 tons; Belgium and Luxemburg 38,000, 
against 31,000 tons; and Holland 19,000 tons, against 18,000. 
No mention, however, is made of imports from the United 
Kingdom. 

During the whole of 1924 France imported 5,407,195 tons 
of coke, as against 3,628,293 tons in 1923. The following 
table shows the imports during the year from the various 
supplying countries, together with the figures for 1923 :— 























Country. 1924, 1923. 

Tons. Tons. 
Germany 4,540,193 2,073,460 
Belgium 389,781 497,839 
Holland 322,229 375,349 
Great Britain 53,493 384,101 
Saar Territory 64,362 96,431 
United States 36,695 169,358 

GERMANY. 





COAL AND COKE OUTPUT IN 1924. 


(From the Commercial Secretary.) 
COLOGNE. 

According to official returns the output of coal in 
December amounted to 11,232,887 tons of pit coal, including 
8,603,494 tons from the Ruhr district; and 12,335,277 tons 
of brown coal, including 3,325,898 tons from the Bonn dis- 
trict, but exclusive of the Saar territory. The coke produc- 
tion totalled 2,387,847 tons, while that of pit coal briquettes 
and brown coal briquettes amounted to 413,986 tons and 
3,149,997 tons respectively. 

The following table shows the production of coal, coke, 
and briquettes during 1924, together with the comparative 
figures for 1923 :— 

















Fuel. | 1924. 1923. 
| 
tA Lol Mees |_—————$_—____]—— A 
Tons. Tons. 
Pit coal ... 118,828,644 14,753,158 
Brown coal 124,359,829 87,228,070 
Coke ese idle 23,719,541 31,667,515 
Pit coal briquettes 3,742,928 | 6,490,300 
Brown coal briquettes... 29,665,075 | 21,976,744 











SPAIN. 
APPOINTMENT OF FUEL COMMISSION. 


(From the Commercial Secretary. ) 





MADRID. 


A Royal Order, dated 16th January, published in the 
‘‘Madrid Gazette’’ of 18th January, appointed a Commis- 
sion to go into the question of fuei produced in Spain or 
imported into the country. 

One of the members of the Military Directorate presided 
over this Commission, and in addition to the official mem- 
bers of the Ministry of Labour, the Ministry of Commerce 
and Industry, and the War Office, a representative of each of 
the following bodies sits on the Commission :—The Direc- 
tion-General of Labour and Social Activities, the Asturian 
coalowners, the coalowners in the rest of Spain, the liquid 
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MINERALS AND METALS—Coniinued. 





fuel interests, and the holders of concessions for floating 
depots. In addition, a miner and a representative of the 
consumers, appointed by the Superior Council of Chambers 
of Commerce, Industry and Navigation, are members of the 
Commission. 

The Commission, constituted within ten days of its 
appointment must submit its proposals to the Government 
within another twenty days. 


n° cl 


Oils. 


THE WORLD’S OLIVE OIL. 











PRODUCTION IN 1924. 

Information in hand at the International Institule of 
Agriculture (Rome) concerning olive oil production suf- 
fices to permit of making a summarised forecast of the 
resulls obtained this season, inasmuch as crop estimates 
from the chief producing countries of Europe are avail- 
able (Portugal excepted), in addition to figures from the 
three olive growing countries of North Africa, and some 
from Asiatic States bordering on the Mediterranean. The 
aggregate production of these countries constitutes over 90 
per cent. of the world yield. 

Each of the three largest producers of olive oil (Spain, 
Italy, and Greece) reports good yields. In Greece a particu- 
larly noteworthy increase is recorded (2,650,000 centals, as 
compared with 1,080,000 centals in 1923), and the estimate 
is for a larger yield than in any year apart from the excep- 
tional outturn of 1920, viz., 3,150,000 centals. In Spain, 
the olive crop, without attaining excellence (inasmuch as 
the figures reached in 1911 and 1917 surpassed 9,300,000 
centals), may be classed as a good one at 7,050,000 centals, 
as compared with 6,600,000 centals in 1923. It would have 
been even more favourable had it not happened that in 
Andalusia, the richest olive growing region, serious damage 
was done by drought and especially by the olive fly, which 
reduced the outturn in that province to a level decidedly 
below that of the previous year. The good harvests realised 
in other oil producing districts and particularly those in 
the east (Valencia, Castellon, Murcia, etc.) in Castile (Toledo, 
Guadalajara, etc.) and in Aragon (Teruel and Huesca), 
largely compensated for the losses in Andalusia; the aggre- 
gate yield in Spain being returned as from 10 per cent. to 
15 per cent. more than in any of the previous three years. 

The Italian crop, 4,600,000 centals, as compared with four 
million centals in 1923, has given results almost parallel to 
those in Spain, and may be classed as plentiful, being 
inferior only to the exceptional yields of 1922 and 1918— 
each 5,600,000 centals—and to the very heavy yields of 1909 
and 1911, viz., 5,100,000 and 4,900,000 centals respectively, 
and resulting, as in Spain, from local abundance—in 
Sicily, Apulia, Calabria, Basilicata and Campania—with 
short crops elsewhere, particularly in the north—Liguria— 
and the centre—Tuscany, Latium and the Abruzzi. In 
France, on the other hand, the yield is somewhat poor at 
180,000 against 320,000 centals in 1923, consequent on the 
unfavourable weather which prevailed during the flowering 
period. 

The yields of North Africa—Algeria; latest estimate, 
770,000 centals; Tunis, 490,000 centals; and Morocco, 190,000 
centals—may be considered as slightly above average, while 
the Asiatic returns—of comparatively little international im- 
portance—are decidedly poor. 

On the basis of the above information, the International 
Institute of Agriculture gives the following estimates of the 
Olive oil production in a group of countries supplying 90 
per cent. of the world’s aggregate output :— 


ee ee Se _—- — 


f 








Year. Yield in Centals. Year. 


-_—_—— .__ — ee —— ame _ 


Yield in Centals. 
t 


—~- <— o — ewe ae eee 


1924... 1 16,000,000 | 1921 12,100,000 
1923... ...{ 13,600,000 | 1920 ~—.....-_—=——«16, 300,000 
1922... ...], 15,700,000 | 1919 =... ~—-:12,500,000 








_—— _——— 





2 ——— 
— Se —— 


On the whole the olive oil yield of 1924 may be con- 
sidered as quite satisfactory. This is due in great measure 
to the yields obtained in Europe, which are decidedly better 
than those of the previous year, and even somewhat higher 
than the plentiful yields of 1922 and 1920. 
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Customs Regulations and 
Tariff Changes. 


BRITISH EMPIRE. 
BRITISH INDIA. 











TARLFF TREATMENT OF EMBROIDERED 
GOODS. 


Adverling to the notice published in the ‘* Journal ’’ for 
the 8th January (page 41) respecting the decision of the 
Collectors of Customs in India in regard to the assessment 
for duty purposes of mixed piece-goods, an instruction of 
the Central Board of Revenue at Delhi states that the Board 
consider that the case of embroidered goods must be left 
to the discretion of the various Customs Collectors. 





FEDERATED MALAY STATES. 





IMPORTATION OF SKIMMED MILK 
PROHIBITED. 

The ‘‘ Federated Malay States ’’ Government Gazette of 
the 9th January, 1925, contains copy of Customs Order (No. 
30) prohibiting, with effect from the 9th January, 1925, the 
importation into the Federated Malay States of machine- 
skimmed or hand-skimmed milk. 





SUDAN. 





IMPORT DUTIES ON ALCOHOLIC LIQUIDS. 

A notice issued by the Acting Director of the Sudan 
Customs on 27th December, 1924, informs importers that 
as from the Ist January, 1925, the allowances made and 
the import duties payable on the alcoholic liquids specified 
below shall be as follows :— 





a ee 


Total Import: 


Duty Import Duty 
— Chargeable | aman to be 
by the Sudan; = ace. Collected. 
Government. | 


—_ - ~ —_ — — 





All spirits, liqueurs 
and other distilled 
beverages, bever- | | 
ages mixed with | 
distilled _ spirits, 
and other bever- 
ages containing 
alcohol not other- 
wise provided for 
in the Tariff con- 
taining alcohol 
not exceeding 50 
per cent. of their 
volume ... --- | 160 mills. 

per litre 

of liquid. 





84 mills. | 76 wills, 
per litre per litre 
of liquid. of liquid. 


te 


Perfumery and toilet | 
preparations con- | 
taining alcohol ex- | 
ceeding 2 per cent. 
of their volume... | 270 mills. | 112 mills. | 158 mills. 
per litre per litre per litre 
of liquid. of liquid. of liquid. 








| 





— -——_ —_—— 





UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA. 





REBATE OF CUSTOMS DUTY ON CERTAIN 
OILS. 

Proclamation No. 284 of 1924 provides that a rebate of 
the whole Customs duty shall be allowed on oils used it 
the lubricating of yarn in the process of weaving on first 
importation or when taken out of bond by a manufacturer 
of woven goods on a declaration by him that the oils so 
imported or taken out of bond are to be used solely for 
lubricating yarn in the process of weaving. 


rE 


cus 


H 
of a 
on 


alpi 


Dl 
H 


of il 


into 


Opel 
be 1 


prol 


DU 
H. 


of a 
LOO 
duty 
Prov 
the ¢ 
1924 


1) 


Th 
a Pr 
the 
Cust 
New 
exple 
merc 
enjoy 
vear 


1M. 


Th 
a Pre 
the ( 
rene 
of pu 
ceutic 


TA! 


Se 
the ‘' 
catior 
on m 
dutie: 
other 
lea a 
Cloars 
under 
wirele 

Dut 
10497, 
do Ge 
cation 
of cer 
all ca: 
the d 


LY2d. 


nd 


D 


”* for 
f the 
ment 
on of 
Board 
e left 


te of 
* (No. 
», the 
hine- 


Ds. 

udan 
that 
and 

cified 


Duty 


ed. 


ills, 
litre 
uid. 


ills. 
itre 
nid. 


e of 
1 in 
first 
urer 
s so 


for 


fepruary 12, 1925. 


CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES—Continued. 





FOREIGN. 





BOLIVIA. 





MODLFICATION OF EXPORT DUTIES. 
H.M. Representative at La Paz has forwarded translation 
of a recent Law which withdraws the duty formerly levied 
on the export of hides and skins from Bolivia. 
The Law also fixes the export duty on sheep, llama and 
alpaca wool at 4 per cent. ad valorem. 





DUTY-FREE IMPORT OF CERTAIN SAMPLES. 


H.M. Representative at La Paz has forwarded translation 
of a recent Law which exempts from duty samples imported 
into Bolivia, by the General Manager, for exhibition at the 
‘‘ Exposicién Mercantil Permanente ’’ at La Paz, which is to 
open on 6th August. Only two samples of each article may 
he imported free of duty, and the sale of the samples is 
prohibited. 


_ —_- 


CHILE. 


DUTY-FREE IMPORT OF CERTAIN SULPHUR. 


H.M. Chargé d’Affaires at Santiago has forwarded copy 
of a recent Decree-Law which permits the importation of 
{000 metric tons of sulphur into Chile free of Customs 
duty. ‘The sulphur must be imported through ports of the 
Provinces of Tarapaca and Antofagasta within six months of 
the date of promulgation of the Decree-Law (4th December, 
1924). 


— — | 


FRANCE AND NEW CALEDONIA. 


= ee 


FROM THE NEW HEBRIDES. 


The French ‘‘ Journal Officiel ’’ for 3rd February contains 
a Presidential Decree, dated 31st January, which permits 
the importation into France and New Caledonia, free of 
Customs duty, of raw or refined sugar originating in the 
New Hebrides and coming from establishments owned or 
exploited by French subjects or by French civil or com- 
mercial companies. ‘The quantities of sugar which are to 
enjoy the benefit of duty-free admission will be fixed each 
vear by special Decree. 


ee eee 


FRENCH EQUATORIAL AFRICA. 





IMPORT DUTY ON DISTILLED BEVERAGES 
INCREASED 

The ‘‘ Journal Officiel ’’ (Paris) for 29th January contains 
a Presidential Decree, dated 21st January, which increases 
the Customs duty on distilled beverages imported into 
French Equatorial Africa from 800 to 1,200 frs. per hectolitre 
of pure alcohol. This increase does not apply to pharma- 
ceutical alcohol destined for surgeries and pharmacies. 





PORTUGAL. 





TARIFF ALTERATIONS: DUTIES ON WOOL 
YARNS AND FABRICS INCREASED. 


Several Decrees have been published in recent issues of 
the ‘‘ Diario do Governo’’ (Lisbon), providing for modifi- 
cations in the Portuguese Customs Tariff affecting the duties 
on many classes of goods imported into Portugal. The 
duties on wool, wool yarns, woollen and worsted fabrics, 
other kinds of woollen wares, horsehair, cloth, etc., and 
lea are to be increased considerably as from Ist March. 
Coarse hemp tow yarns for making sacks are now included 
under Tariff Nos. 402-4; and new headings are raised for 
Wireless receiving and amplifying apparatus. 

Duties on Wool and Wares of Wool and Tea.—Decree No. 
10497, dated 2nd February, and published in the ‘“ Diario 
do Governo’”’ for the same date, provides for the modifi- 
cation, as from Ist March, of the duties and classification 
of certain numbers in the Portuguese Tariff, the duties in 
all cases being increased. The following statement shows 
the duties (under the ‘‘Minimum ”’ Tariff) at present in 
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force and those provided for by the Decree, under the Tariff 
headings covered by the Decree :— 








' Rate of duty under the 





Tariff Arti ‘‘“Minimum ”’ Tariff. 
No. é rticles. 
Present. Revised. 
Ese. cts. Ese. cts. 
| per kilog. er kilog. 
15 Shoddy, dyed or not... we 0 00'3 PO Ol” 
16 Wool waste, dyed or not... 0 00°6 0 02 
17 Raw wool, white,in the grease | 0 00°1 0 00:3 





18 | Raw wool, not specified, in | 


| the grease ... wd aioe 00°6 0 oO 
19 | Raw wool, white, washed ... | 0 00°3 0 Ol 
20 | Raw wool, not specified, | 
| ‘washed tis ont sep tite 01:2 O O04 
91 | Raw wool, dyed 0 (2-4 0 O8 
92 Carded wool, not dyed 0 O15 0 O05 
23 | Carded wool, dyed 0 03°6 oO 2 
24 Combed wool, in tops, un- | | 0 Ole | ed 
bleached, white or creamed | 0 "a — 0 O38 
(0 08-2 | 
25 Combed wool, in tops, dyed or 0 10 
| 10 03 
26 | Combed wool, in dressed tops, | { 0 01 | 
unbleached, white or | or | O O05 
creamed oo sen ‘| 0 01-2 | 
27 | Combed wool, in dressed tops, | (9 903 | 
dyed one oce | | or | 0 15 
‘10 03°2 
31 List and rags of wool | O 00:2 0 006 
564 | Teazels (cardos) . (notspecified) 0 02 


335 Wool yarn, curled, un- 
| bleached, white or creamed | 0 40 | OQ 60 
3354 | Wool yarn, printed, in warps | 





| wound on their beams \(not specified) 0 20 
336 | Wool yarn, not specified, un- | 
| bleached, white or creamed | 0 20 0 50 
337. | Wool yarn, not specified, | 
dyed see on wt & “ee 0 70 
338 Woollen ribbons and galloons | 0 ri 1 00 
| Wool fabrics, not specified, | 
weighing per square metre; | 
339 Up to 200 grammes... | 1 30 2 30 
340 More than 200 and up to |} (9 
350 grammes ... soe | O 90 1 
340A More than 350 grammes |} L 50 
341 | Woollen shawls and kerchiefs 2 00 3 00 
342 | Woollen blankets... ‘et 0 60 0 80 
343 | Woollen gloves ou wnt l 40 1 60 
344 | Woollen carpets, rugs and 
stair carpets eee 0 60 0 80 


346 | Wares of wool fabrics not 
specified (excluding em- 
broidered fabrics without | 
any other working) Double the ‘Three times 


duty on the duty 


the fabric | on the 

of which | fabrie of 

made. which 
made. 


4224 | Twist of combed wool of two 
strands, up to number 14 | 
(metric system) ... ve 
433 Yarn of wool, silk, cotton, 
linen or the like, combined 
with gold, silver or plati- 
num... eos eee ove 2 00 
434 Yarn of wool, silk, cotton, 
linen or the like, combined 
with metals other than the } 
| above — wes ‘iia 0 SO ' |] © 
437 | Trimmings of cotton, wool, 
/ linen, or the like ... bed ] 50 
449 Fabrics of horsehair, even if 
containing yarns of cotton, 
linen or the like, providing 
that the horsehair predomi- 
nates soe eee eee 0 20 0 40 
448 Fabrics of wool, pure or 
mixed (except with silk) in 
which rubber is incorpor- 
ated by any process, 
whether or not the fabric 
predominates ese ose 0 50 0 80 
454 Fabrics in bands or strips 
(tiras), suitable for the 
manufactnre of pile fabrics | 
(frocos), or for the produc- 
tion of velvet, without silk | 0 50 )=6|| «OF O80 
eee eee, a a a 
| 





not specified; 9 20 


to 


a 18) 


to 


00 











Duties on Hemp Tow Yarns.—Decree No. 10446 of the 
10th January, published in the ‘‘ Diario do Governo”’ for 
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the same date amends Nos. 402, 403 and 404 of the Portu- 
guese Customs Tariff so as to cover yarn for coarse fabrics, 
up to No. 12, of flax, hemp or tow thereof, combined or not 
with other vegetable fibres, the duties (3, 1 or 1) cts. per 
kilog., according to condition, under the ‘‘ Minimum 
Tariff’’) remaining unchanged. 
headings related only to yarn of hemp or flax tow for such 
fabrics. 

Duties on Wireless Receivers, Etc.—Decree No. 10489, pub- 
lished in the ‘‘ Diario do Governo’”’ for the 27th January, 
provides for the raising of the following new headings in 
the Portuguese Customs Tariff :— 





Radio-electric apparatus for wireless reception or 
iransmission, not including accessories or _ valves 
(lampadas), 50 and 25 cts. per kilog. under the ‘‘ Maxi- 
mum” and ‘‘ Minimum ’’ Tariffs, respectively. 

Electric sound amplifiers (loud-speakers), 40 and 20 
cts. per kilog. under the two Tariffs, respectively. 

Unspecified electric lamps (lampadas), 60 and 30 cts. 
per kilog. under the two Tariffs, respectively. 


In addition, articles of composition pastes (obras de 
pasta) for electrical purposes, with or without metal fittings, 
are now dutiable under Tariff No. 581 (which formerly 
included only porcelain or faience wares for similar pur- 
poses), whilst Tariff No. 821 (which relates to electric lamps) 
has now been amended to cover only electric lamps for 
lighting or heating. 





ITALY. 





PAYMENT OF CUSTOMS DUTIES. 


The Commercial Secretary to H.M. Embassy at Rome re- 
ports, by telegraph, that the price fixed, for the period 8th 
February to 14th February, for certificates for the payment 
of Customs duties is 464 lire per 100 lire gold—i.e., the sur- 
charge when the duties are paid in paper is 364 per cent. 
(The price of certificates for the previous week was 466 lire 
per 100 lire gold.) 





JAPAN. 





DUTY-FREE IMPORTATION OF RICE. 


H.M. Ambassador at Tokio reports that the Customs duty 
on rice imported into Japan has been suspended until 31st 
August next. 





LIBERIA. 





CUSTOMS TARIFF MODIFICATIONS. 


H.M. Representative at Monrovia has forwarded copy of 
an Act, dated 12th January and effective on 15th January, 
which makes certain amendments in the Customs Tariff of 
Liberia. The duties on candles, candy, confectionery and 
sweetmeats, cigarettes, fuel oil or crude oil, iron rods or 
bars, and soap have been reduced, while increases have 
been made in the duties on phonographs, gramophones, 
etc., phonograph records, shovels, spades, picks, etc., and 
sewing cotton. The following articles have been added to 
the ‘‘ Free List,’’ viz. :—motor cars, lorries, tractors, trailers 
and motor-cycles (but not their equipment, except that 
imported with the vehicle); whale boats, surf boats, lighters, 
tugs, launches, tenders and coastwise craft; and steel and 
structural iron, not for sale. 

A further Act imposes a surtax of 6 per cent. ad valorem 
on dry goods. This surtax is in addition to the general 
surtax of 20 per cent. of the Customs duty which is levied 
on all imported goods. 


Particulars as to the rates of duty levied on any goods on 
importation into Liberia may be obtained from the Depart- 
ment of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, 
S.W. 1. 





SPAIN. 





IMPORT OF GOODS IN SMALL PARCELS. 


With reference to recent notices in this ‘‘ Journal ’’ re- 
garding the withdrawal of the ‘‘ commercial parcels ‘ 
service with Spain, it should be noted that the ‘‘ Gaceta de 
Madrid *’ for the 5th February contains a Royal Decree 
dated the 4th February which establishes a new regime 
for the rapid clearance of parcels weighing up to 10 
kilogs. imported into Spain by rail through Irun and Port 


Formerly these Tariff 
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CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES—Continued. 





Bou. The obligation to submit a certificate of origin is 
removed, but it is necessary to present at the tinie of clear- 
ance a written declaration by the sender, or a written state- 
ment by the Customs agent, of the nature of the goods. 

The detailed provisions in this matter, as laid down in 
Article 116 of the Customs Regulations as revised by the 
Royal Decree of 4th February, are as follows :— 


The special service for the rapid clearance through 
the Customs Houses of Irun and Port Bou of goods im- 
ported by rail in packages of any size weighing nol 
more than 10 kilogs. gross shall be carried out in 
accordance with the following regulations : — 


(a) The packages must be manifested 9n a special 
double waybill, endorsed by the foreign frontier 
Customs, with an indication of the number of the entry, 
the number and kind of packages, the number of the 
package or parcel according to the invoice, the station 
of origin, the gross weight of the package in words, the 
generic class of the merchandise in accordance with 
Article 62 of the Customs Regulations, the name of the 
agent who is to effect the clearance, the name of the 
consignee, and the place of destination. It must be 
proved to the satisfaction of the Customs that the goods 
have been sent by express (grande vitesse) to the frontier 
station where this document is drawn up and en- 
dorsed. In the case of yarns, fabrics, trimmings, coal 
tar colours, alkaloids, perfumery, fans, games and toys, 
umbrellas, sunshades and hats of all kinds, the way- 
bill must specify the goods under these descriptions. 
If a package contains more than one kind of the above- 
mentioned goods, each must be specified by name, but 
it will not be necessary to indicate the weight of each 
kind. 

(b) When these conditions are not complied with, 
or when on the same day there are presented for clear- 
ance for a single consignee and invoiced from the same 
station more than five packages, or less than five of a 
total weight exceeding 25 kilogs. by more shan 10 per 
cent., the goods shall be cleared under the general im- 
port regulations, unless it is proved that the parcels 
were sent by different persons. 


(c) Packages destined for this special service shall 
be unloaded direct and immediately into warehouses 
distinct from the general Customs warehouses, and 
shall be cleared in the order in which they are entered 
on the waybill. 


For this purpose the packages must be accompanied 
by a note declaring the net weight, the class of the 
goods and the materials composing them, furnished by 
the sender. In default of these declarations the agents 
may present, before the examiner (vista) who is to 
make the clearance is nominated, and with due re- 
gard to the waybills, a note drawn up in the prescribed 
form showing in detail the net weight and Customs 
classification of the goods. Differences in quantity or 
quality, or false declarations by the sender affecting the 
Customs, will be dealt with in accordance wiih Articles 
340 and 341 of the Customs Regulations. If the agent 
lacks the data necessary to prepare the required declara. 
tion note he may ask for a prior inspection of the 
goods, which inspection may be authorised by the 
Chief Customs Officer where necessary. If on opening 
a package which the Customs Officer thought to con- 
tain the senders’ declaration note it is found that this 
is not contained, the package is to be sealed and the 
clearance is to be suspended until the agent himself 
draws up the declaration note, when the metter wil: 
be taken up again. 


(d) Packages shall be cleared in the order in whic 
they are entered in the waybill. For this purpose the 
documents prescribed for payment of duty under verbal 
declaration shall be used, but those documents mus! 
only cover packages belonging to one consignee, in- 
cluded in the waybill, and coming from and destined 
to the same place. In verifying the clearances the 
Customs Officers shall indicate on the waybill the 
number and date of the document (talon) under which 
each package is cleared. 


(e) “Second column ”’ or conventional duties are to 
be applied to the goods contained in these packages 
without requiring a certificate of origin, except when 
inspection shows that they originate in a non-treaty 
country. In this connection places on the frontier will 
not be considered as the place of origin. 


(f) For the invoicing of the packages cleared in this 
manner. the parties concerned shall present the duty 
voucher (talon de adeudo) in order that the station by 
which the parcel leaves may place on this document 
the seal and the number of the invoice, and this 


voucher must be presented to the Customs Officer at 
the station of arrival. 
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Proposed ‘Tariff Changes. 


PANAMA. 








PROPOSED REVISION OF CUSTOMS TARIFF 
AND IMPOSITION OF SALES TAX. 


With reference to the notice under the above heading al 
page 593 of the issue of the *‘ Journal ” for 20th November 
last, it should be noted that H.M. Consul-General at Panama 
now reports that the proposal to institute a Sales Tax in 
Panama has been definitely abandoned. 

It is understood that important amendments are to be 
made in the proposed new Customs Tariff, and that it is 
also proposed to increase the fces for Consular invoices from 
9 dols. to 25 dols. per thousand dols. (from 0°9 to 235 per 
cent. ad valorem). 





PERSIA. 





PROPOSED DUTY-FREE IMPORT OF AGRICUL- 
TURAL MACHINERY AND LORRILES 
li.M. Representative at Teheran has reported, by telegraph, 
that the Majliss has passed a Bill authorising the duty-free 
import into Persia of agricultural machinery and motor 
lorries (not including motor-cars). 


ee - 


Government Notices 
Affecting Trade. 


GENERAL SECTION. 














DYESTUFFS (IMPORT REGULATION) ACT. 





APPLICATIONS FOR LICENCES IN JANUARY. 

The following statement relaling to applications for 
licences under the Dyestuffs (Import Kegulation) Act, 1920, 
made during January has been furnished to the Board of 
Trade by the Dyestuffs Advisory Licensing Committee :— 

The total number of applications received during the 
month was 430, of which 336 were from merchants or im- 
porters. To these should be added thirteen cases outstand- 
ing on Ist January, making a total for the month of 443. 


These were dealt with as follows :— 

Granted: 323 (of which 299 were dealt with within seven 
days of receipt. . 

Referred to British makers of similar products: 91 (of 
which 79 were dealt with within seven days of receipt). 

Referred to Reparation Supplies available: 16 (all dealt 
with within two days of receipt). 

Outstanding on 38lst January, 1925: 13. 

Of the total of 443 applications received, 394 or 89 per 
cent, were dealt with within seven days of receipt. 





SHIPPING CASUALTIES. 





REPORTS OF FORMAL INVESTIGATIONS. 


The Board of Trade hereby give notice under the General 
Rules for Formal Investigations into Shipping Casualties 
and Appeals and Rehearings, 1923, that they have received 
during the month of January, 1925, the following Reports 
of Formal Investigations into Shipping Casualties held by 
Courts in British Self-Governing Dominions, Crown Colonies 
ind Possessions abroad :—(1) s. trawler ‘‘ James Pitchers’’; 
2) s.s. ‘‘ Sunheath ’’; (3) s.s. ‘* Casino.” 





SALE OF AUSTRO-HUNGARIAN AND 
TURKISH SHARES BY REPARATION 


COMMISSION, 


With reference to the notices in the “ Journal’’ of 5th 
February (pages 185-6), announcing the intention of the 
Reparation Commission to sell by auction certain shares in 
Turkish and Austro-Hungarian companies, the Board of 
lrade now learn that the sale of the Austro-Hungarian 
es shares has been postponed from 13th to 20th 
‘ebruary. 
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The following particulars of the Turkish and Anatolian 
shares to be sold on 18th February have now been furnished 
by the Reparation Commission :— 





| 
Number and Kind of Securities. 
Name of Company. ‘ 


Ordinary Shares. Other Shares. 


Erste Donau Damp- | 1,107 ordinary shares — 
schiffahrtsgesell- and 10 half-shares 
schaft 








Haidar Pascha Har- | (500 franc shares) _ 
bour Company | 10 shares 25 per 
| cent. paid up | 
| 10 shares fully paid 
up 
130 shares (pro- 
visional certificates | 
only) 25 per cent. 


paid up 
Eaux de _  Scutari- | 625 shares (of 25 | = 
Kadikeuy Turkish pounds 


each) fully paid up | 








| 
Mersina-Tarsus-Adana| (500 frane_ shares) | -—- 
Railway 10 shares fully paid | 

up 


Société Anonyme Otto-| 800 shares fully paid | 200 founders’ 








mane des Docks et up shares 
Ateliers du Haut- 
Bosphore | 
Anatolian Railway | (500 franc shares) | 123 fully paid up 


2,866 shares fully ‘actions de 
paid up jouissance ”’ 

| 6,740 shares, 60 per | 833 “ actions de 

| cent. paid up | jouissance ”’ 


Company 





| 123 shares, 60 per | paid up. to 
| cent. paid up | amount of 60 
| 23 shares fully paid , per cent, 


es 

Only the Allied Governments and the Government of the 
United States and their nationals will be allowed to par- 
ticipate. Such nationals will be required to supply :— 

(1) A certified statement by their Government declaring 
that they have been authorised to take part in the sale, and 
that they are acting on their own account and not on behalf 
of third parties; and 

(2) A surety from a bank approved by the Reparation 
Commission covering the amount of their bids. The surety 
must be presented to the Finance Service of the Reparation 
Commission at least three days before the date of the 
auction. 

Bids must be made in dollars, but the Reparation Com- 
mission reserve the right to declare, in due time, in what 
currency payment is to be effected. 

If the minimum price fixed by the Finance Service for the 
above-mentioned shares is realised at the auction on the 
I8th instant, a final auction will be held at the Hotel Astoria 
seven days later. This auction will only be open to persons 
who took part in the first auction. Further bids in respect 
of any block of shares can only be received at the final 
auction if they are at least 5 per cent. higher than the 
highest bid made for that block at the first auction. 

Any parties interested and desiring further information 
or authority to take part in the sale should apply to the 
Board of Trade (Commercial Relations and Treaties Depart- 
ment), Great George Street, London, S.W, 1. 





WEIGHTS AND MEASURES ACT, 1904. 





NOTICES OF EXAMINATION OF PATTERNS 
Nos. 259-62. 


The Board of Trade have examined patterns of the 
machines described below, and have issued certificates 
under Section 6 of the Weights and Measures Act, 1904, in 
respect thereto. Copies of the ‘‘ Notices of Examination ” 
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GOVERNMENT NOTICES AFFECTING TRADE—Continued. 





regarding machines tested may be purchased direct from 
H.M. Stationery Office, or through any bookseller :— 


| 
| 


Notice Re 
No. Description. Submitted by | Price. 
259 ~= ~5-lb. Self-indicating- | 


counter machine ... | W. & T. Avery, Limited| 3d. 
260 Overhead trolley or | 

“runway” scale, 

designed for weigh- | 

ing carcases sate 3 - - - _ 3d. 
261 6 - ton Combine | 

dial and Platform | 

weighing machine... | - - - | 3d. 
262  30-cwt. Dialplatform 

weighing machine | Be ” = | 2d. 


—— -_- - 


——— 


Commercial Returns. 


CORN PRICES. 


Statement showing the average price of British Corn per cwt. of 
112 Imperial Pounds,* as received from the Inspectors of 
Corn Returns in the week ended 7th February, 1925, pur- 
suant to the Corn Returns Act, 1882, and the Corn Sales 


Act, 1921 :— 











Average Price per cwt. 





| Wheat. | Barley. Oats. 


s. d. 8. d. s. d. 
3 8 13 5 10 3 


— 


Week ended 7th February, 1925 | 
Corresponding week in— 


1915 ... i831. 9 9 ll : 
1916 ... 133 1411 ll 4 
1917 ... 17 9 17 10 16 11 


i918... ... .. « 1610 | 16 6 | 18 8 
1919 ... said acd ..| 16 11 17. 5 17 7 
OT reecommrrs® 7 | 21 5 


1921 ... 20s io (we SR Ht) 14 0 





8 
7 
sai gil we 26 96 2 O 10 4 
1923 ... a vais = Q & 9 O 9 Il 
1924 ... we uti F fb 88 © 9 Il 


* Section 8 of the Corn Returns Act, 1882, as amended by Section (2) of 
the Corn Sales Act, 1921, provides that in the weekly summary of quantities 
and prices each sort of British corn shall be computed with reference to the 
hundredweight of one hundred and twelve imperial standard pounds. 





WINTER CEREAT., SOWINGS IN THE 
NORTHERN HEMISPHERE. 

The International Institute of Agriculture (Rome), reports 
that, in the chief producing countries of Europe, winter 
seedings were for the most part duly carried out and are in 
good condition. Severe drought and intense cold were 
reported from Hungary during the early stages of the 
sowings; extraordinary rains in Great Britain and Ireland 
have soaked the soil and caused much delay, even prevent- 
ing any sowing whatever over considerable areas. The 
season in Russia has been characterised by insufficient 
snow-fall up to mid-December and by sudden changes in 
temperature. 

In the United States, after a favourable sowing time in 
general, with some exceptions where drought was prevalent, 
the snows of mid-December provided sufficient cover for the 
winter wheat crops of the chief producing States. In some 
parts of the Atlantic slope and of the Ohio Valley damage 
from alternate freezing and thawing is reported. 

In India the wheat crop is mostly in satisfactory condi- 
tion in the principal areas. In Northern Africa, too, con- 
ditions are reported as favourable. 

The acreage sown with wheat shows an increase as com- 
pared with that of last year and with the average during 
the previous five years, in Belgium, France, Latvia, 
Lithuania, and the Ukraine. In Czechoslovakia there is 
slightly more sown than last year, but less than the 
average; an increase on last year is recorded also in Italy 
and Algeria. In Bulgaria and Rumania the wheat sowings 
are below those of last year, but exceed the average. | 

The decrease in the wheat area in Spain is a small one, 
but in England and Wales the percentage of decline is more 
important. 

_ It is specially noteworthy that in the United States there 
is an increase of 2°5 million acres sown with winter wheat, 
as compared with the preceding season. 

There is reason to believe that the aggregate area under 
winter wheat in the Northern Hemisphere will prove to be 
rather larger than in 1923. 
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* . @ 
Openings for British Trade 
[NOTICE TO MANUFACTURERS AND EXPORTERS, 
—British firms may obtain the names and addresses of the persons 
or firms referred to in the following notices of “‘ Openings for 


Trade’? by applying to the Department of Overseas Trade, and 
quoting the specific reference number and country. 


In cases of doubt or difficulty in regard to restrictions on trading. 
reference should be made personally or by letter to the Department 
of Overseas Trade (Development and Intelligence), 35, Old Queen 
Street, London, S.W.1.)] 


Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade, except where otherwise stated. 


BRITISH EMPIRE. 


ee 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


COPPER STEEL SHEETS.—An enquiry has been received 
for the names of manufacturers in the United Kingdom of 
copper steel in black sheets, galvanised sheets, roofing products, 
etc. 

British firms in a position to offer material answering to this 
description are invited to communicate with the Department of 
Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, 8.W. 1. (Refer. 


ence E.D. 15465.) 


AUSTRALIA. 


BUILDERS’ HARDWARE.-—<A_ firm of manufacturers’ 
agents in Sydney desire to secure the representation on a com- 
mission basis for the whole of Australia of British manufac. 
turers of builders’ hardware. (Reference No. 167.) 

UNDERWEAR AND KNITTED GOODS AND MAN. 
CHESTER GOODS.—A firm of manufacturers’ agents in Mel- 
bourne desire to be placed in communication with manufacturers 
in the United Kingdom of underwear and knitted goods and 
Manchester goods prepared to appoint them as their Australian 
representative on a commission basis. The proprietor is said 
to have had 18 years’ experience in the soft goods trade in 
Australia. (Repetition of Reference No. 27.) (Reference 
No. 168.) 

ELECTRIC LIGHT FITTINGS AND ACCESSORIES.— 
A Sidney firm desire to secure the representation for the whole 
of Australia of British manufacturers of the following electric 
light fittings :--Electric lighting conduit, conduit fittings, lamp 
holders, ceiling roses, wall switches, wall plugs, electric wire 
and all classes of electrical installation fittings. (Reference 
No. 169.) 


BRITISH INDIA. 


YARNS, WOOLLENS, CHEMICALS, PROVISIONS. 
METALS, HARDWARE, PERFUMERY.—An old-established 
Indian firm in Bombay are desirous of representing British 
manufacturers for the sale in the Bombay Presidency or the 
whole of India of spun silk yarns, artificial silk yarns, cotton 
yarns. worsted yarns, woollens, chemicals, hosiery, provisions, 
metals, hardware, wire and perfumery. (Reference No. 170.) 


AGENTS’ SERVICES OFFERED.—A firm of chemical, etc., 
engineers established in Calcutta are desirous of acting as repre- 
sentatives for a British firm manufacturing horizontal steam 
engines from 10-300-400 h.p. The territory the firm can cover 
is Bengal, Bihar and Orissa, United Provinces, Central Provinces 
and Assam. ‘Terms suggested are—small office allowance, com 
mission on sales, and principals to defray advertising expenses. 


(Reference No. 171.) 











——— eee 


CANADA. 


POLISHES AND MARINE PAINTS.—A firm of manufac- 
turers of roofing compounds, etc., in Vancouver, who also deal, as 
merchants, in building supplies and disinfectants, desire to act 
as wholesale distributors of British-made polishes (furniture, boot 
and metal) and marine paints on a fixed commission basis, or as 
wholesale importers for resale to the trade. (Reference No. 172.) 

MINING SUPPLIES.—A gentleman who has been since 
1917 branch manager of a well-known concern in Montreal, and 
has been engaged in selling wire ropes, is now setting up as a 
manufacturers’ agent on his own account, and desires to secure 
the agency on a commission or consignment basis for Eastern 
Canada of British manufacturers of wire rope, aerial ropeways, 
crushing ball steel used in tube mills, shoes and dies, manila 
ropes, brattice and all mining supplies. (Reference No. 173.) 

FOOD PRODUCTS, POLISHES, ETC., FOR WHOLESALE 
GROCERY TRADE.—A firm of warehousemen in Vancouver 
desire to undertake the representation for the Pacific Coast of 
British firms producing food products, polishes and “ther lines 
for the wholesale grocery trade. As they have goud storage 
facilities in Vancouver close to the docks, they are in a position 
to carry stocks and to act as distributors. (Reference No. 174.) 

CHEESECLOTH.—H.M. Trade Commissioner at Toronto 
reports that a local firm of dry battery manufacturers are 
desirous of receiving quotations from British manufacturers of 
cheesecloth for use in connection with their battery construc- 
tion. British firms in a position to offer British materials can 
obtain further particulars regarding this inquiry on application 
to the Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street. 
London, 8.W. 1. (Reference No. AX 1719.) 
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OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE—Continued. 


INDIA, BURMA AND STRAITS 


SETTLEMENTS. 


HARDWARE AND GENERAL SUNDRIES.—A manufac- 
turers’ travelling representative, with brokers and showrooms 
in Bombay, is anxious to secure the representation of British 
frms interested in hardware and general sundries for India, 
Burma and the Straits Settlements. (Reference No. 175.) 








JAMAICA. 
TENDERS INVITED. 

COAL.—The Crown Agents for the Colonies, acting for the 
Government of Jamaica, invite tenders for the supply of 5,000 
tons of Welsh steam coal. 

Forms of tender and conditions of contract can be obtained 
from the Crown Agents for the Colonies, 4, Millbank, London, 
S.W. 1. (Reference No. G/Jamaica Rly., 910.) 





NEW ZEALAND. 


ENQUIRY AT OFFICE OF HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR 
NEW ZEALAND. 


The following enquiry has been received at the office of the 
High Commissioner for New Zealand, 415, Strand, London, 
W.C. 2 :— 

FANCY GOODS, TOBACCONISTS’ SUNDRIES, PRO- 
PRIETARY GROCERY LINES AND PATENTED 
ARTICLES OF ALL KINDS.—A New Zealand gentleman, at 
present on a visit to this country, wishes to secure agencies for 
the sale in New Zealand of the above-mentioned goods. 

Replies should be addressed to P.O. 7, c/o High Commissioner 
for New Zealand, New Zealand Government Offices, 415, Strand, 
London, W.C. 2. 





SOUTH AFRICA. 
TENDERS INVITED. 

ROUND IRON OR STEEL BARS FOR STAYBOLTS.— 
H.M. Senior Trade Commissioner in South Africa reports that 
the South African Railways and Harbours are inviting tenders 
for the supply of 262,400 lbs. round iron or steel bars for stay- 
bolts. (Tender No. 610.) 

Tenders must be presented at Johannesburg not later than 
noon on 2nd March. 

Local representation is desirable. 

sritish firms in a position to supply British materials can 
obtain further particulars regarding this call for tenders on appli- 
cation to the Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen 
Street, London, S.W. 1. (Reference No. A.X. 1720.) 

PRINTING PAPERS AND BOOKBINDERS’ MATE. 
RIALS. —Tenders are invited for the supply of quantities cf 
printing papers, boards, printing ink and bookbinders’ materials 
required by the Government Printer, Pretoria. 

Sealed tenders, superscribed ‘‘Tender for the Supply of 
Stores to the Government Printer, Pretoria,’’ must be addressed 
to the Chairman of the Union Tender Board, Union Buildings, 
Pretoria, and must be in his hands by 3 p.m. on Wednesday, 
18th March, 1925. 

Particulars and samples may ve seen by interested firms 
on application to the Department of Overseas Trade (Room 41 
for paper and boards, Room 45 for bookbinders’ materials), 35, 
Old Queen Street, London, 8S.W. 1. (Reference No. 15481/E.D.) 





EUROPE. 





BELGIUM. 


CASHMERE HOSE.—An agent, established in Brussels, is 
desirous of obtaining the representation on a commission basis 
of British firms for the sale in Belgium of cashmere hose. 
(Repetition of Reference No. 308 of 18th September, 1924.) 
(Reference No. 176.) 


WOOLLEN HOSIERY.—A Belgian firm established at Mons 
desires to get in touch with British firms supplying fancy stock- 
ings and socks in pure wool. Correspondence in French. (Repe- 
tition of Reference No. 48.) (Reference No. 177.) 


——— — ED 


CZECHOSLOVAKIA. 


WOOLLEN HOSE, COTTON LACE, VELVETS (SILK 
AND COTTON), PLUSH AND ZEPHYRS.—A textile com- 
mission agent in Prague of several years’ standing desires to 
represent in Prague only on a commission basis BritiSh manufac- 
turers of the above. (Repetition of Reference No. 52.) (Refer- 
ence No. 178.) 





DENMARK. 


ARTIFICIAL SILK YARNS.—An agent in Copenhagen is 
desirous of securing the representation for Denmark of British 
manufacturers of artificial silk yarns. (Reference No. 179.) 
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FINLAND. 


LIQUORICE.—A commission agent in Helsingfors desires to 
secure the representation for Finland of a British manufacturer 
of fancy liquorice. (Reference No. 180.) 


GERMANY. 

COPPER, ZINC, LEAD, TIN, ANTIMONY, ALU- 
MINIUM, ETC.—An agent at Nurnberg, reported to have im- 
portant connections with the metal factories, is desirous of 
securing the representation on a commission basis for the whole 
of South Germany of British exporters of the above. (Reference 


No. 181.) 


——_—_ 


NETHERLANDS. 


WOOLLEN DRESS GOODS (ESPECIALLY GABAR- 
DINES), COSTUME CLOTHS, MEN’S WORSTED SUIT- 
INGS.—A firm of commission agents at Amsterdam are desirous 
of obtaining the representation in the Netherlands of British 
manufacturers of the goods mentioned above. (Reference 


No. 182.) 


NORWAY. 

COTTON WASTE AND COTTON 'TWIST.—A commission 
agent in Christiania is desirous of obtaining the representation 
in Norway for British manufacturers of cotton waste for eng)- 
neers’ use, etc. (Reference No. 183.) 


IRON AND STEEL GOODS.—A firm of agents in Oslo are 
desirous of securing the representation for Norway of British 
manufacturers of iron and steel products generally, shipbuild- 
ing and boiler materials, chains, wire netting, steel, galvanised 
and wire ropes, black sheets, etc. (Reference No. 184.) 





SPAIN. 


PAINTS.—A firm of commission agents in Madrid is desirous 
of obtaining the agency of a British firm manufacturing paints. 


(Reference No. 185.) 





SWEDEN. 


HOSE.—A firm of commission agents in Gothenburg desires 
to represent a British manufacturer of men’s and women’s hose 
and half-hose of artificial silk. (Reference No. 186.) 





ASIA. 





JAPAN, 

CYCLES, MOTOR-CYCLES AND MOTOR-CARS.—A 
sritish engineer and tool-maker, recently established at Kobe, 
desires to represent British manufacturers of pedal-cycles, motor- 
cycles and motor-cars. (Reference No. 187.) 





NEAR EAST. 





EGYPT. 

PROVISIONS.—A business man in Alexandria, now commenc- 
ing on his own account as commission agent after five years as 
manager for another firm, desires agencies for provisions cf 
British manufacture. (Reference No. 188.) 


TENDERS INVITED. 


SUBMARINE CABLE.—The Egyptian State Railways, Tele- 
graphs and Telephones invite tenders for submarine cable. — 

Tenders mast reach the office of the Inspecting Engineer, 
Egyptian Government, Queen Anne’s Chambers, London, 8.W. 1, 
by noon on 18th February at latest, and to remain open for 
acceptance for seven days from that date. | 

Further particulars, tender forms and specifications can be ob- 
tained on application to the Inspecting Engineer at the above 
address. (Reference No. E.S8.R. 4568.) 


TELEPHONE MATERIAL.—The Egyptian State Railways, 
Telegraphs and Telephones invite tenders for telephone material. 

Tenders must reach the office of the Inspecting Engineer, 
Egyptian Government, Queen Anne’s Chambers, London, 8.W. 1, 
by noon on 16th February at latest, and to remain open for 
acceptance for thirty days from that date. 

Further particulars, tender forms and specifications can he 
obtained on application to the Inspecting Engineer at the above 
address. (Reference No. E.S.R. 4570.) 


SPRINGS FOR WINDOW BALANCES.-—The Egyptian 
State Railways, Telegraphs and Telephones invite tenders for :— 

Steel Springs for Window Balances to Drawing No. 6891. No. 
500. 

Tenders must reach the office of the Inspecting Engineer, 
Egyptian Government, Queen Anne’s Chambers, London, §.W. 1, 
by noon on 16th February at latest, and to remain open for 
acceptance for 7 days from that date. 
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Further particulars, tender forms and specifications can be 
obtained on application to the Inspecting Engineer at the above 
address. (Reference No. E.S.R. 4574.) 


MECHANICAL FILTER, ETC.--The Commercial Secre- 
tary at Cairo reports that tenders are invited by the Ministry 
of the Interior, Egypt, for the supply and erection of a 
mechanical filter, complete with accessories and necessary 
foundations, and also the supply of material for two existing 
filters. ; 

Tenders will be received in Egypt up to 16th March, 1925. 

Local representation is essential. 

British firms in a position to supply British materials can 
obtain further particulars regarding this call for tenders on 
application to the Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen 
Street, London, S.W. 1. (Reference No. A.X. 1711.) 


INSULATORS AND INSULATOR CUPS, Erc.—The 
Egyptian State Railways Telegraphs and Telephones invite 
tenders for insulators and insulator cups, etc. Tenders must 
reach the office of the Inspecting Engineer, Egyptian Govern- 
ment, Queen Anne’s Chambers, London, S.W. 1, by noon on 
21st February at latest, and to remain open for acceptance for 
seven days from that date. 

Further particulars, tender forms and specifications can be 
obtained on application to the Inspecting Engineer at the above 
address. (Reference No. E.S.R. 4576.) 


— 


SMYRNA. 


PIN PLATES.— An old-established Italian firm of commission 
agents in Smyrna desire to represent British exporters of tin- 
plates. (Reference No. 189.) 


_JUTE AND SACKS.—A local import agent established in 
Smyrna desires to represent British firms exporting jute and 
sacks. (Reference No. 190.) | 


TURKEY. 


COTTON AND WOOLLEN PIECE GOODS.—A firm of com- 
os oe in Constantinople is desirous of repre 
senting British exporters of cotton and wooll lece- 
(Reference No. 191.) | ii aie iis ta 

ZEPHYRS, SHIRTINGS, ETC.—A British firm of commis- 
sion agents, established in Constantinople, desire to be put in 
touch with British exporters of zephyrs, shirtings, mercerised 
yarns, etc. (Reference No. 192.) 


ARCOS 
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LATIN AMERICA. 


ARGENTINA. 

CAST-IRON PIPING, ETC.—A firm of representatives in 
Buenos Aires are desirous of undertaking the representation of 
British manufacturers of cast-iron piping, gas piping, tin-plates, 
galvanised sheets, barbed steel wire, clay piping, wallpaper, 
heavy chemicals, mixed paints. (Reference No. 193. 


BRAZIL. 

AGENT’S SERVICES OFFERED.-——A firm of wholesale im- 
porters and commission agents in Rio de Janeiro is desirous of 
obtaining the agencies of British firms for cotton and woollen 
piece goods, cotton, silk and woollen yarns and _ certain 
chemicals, particulars of which may be obtained by British firms 
on application to the Department of Overseas ‘lrade, 45, Old 
Queen Street, London, 8.W. 1. (Reference No. 194.) 














CUBA. 

AGENTS’ SERVICES OFFERED.—A firm in Havana is de- 
sirous of getting into touch with British exporters of straw plait 
for the manufacture of hats, with a view to their representation 
on a commission basis. (Repetition of Reference No. 571 of 15th 
May, 1924.) (Reference No. 195.) 


DOMINICAN REPUBLIC. 

AGENT’S SERVICES OFFERED.—A manufacturer’s repre- 
sentative of Santo Domingo City is desirous of getting into touch 
with British manufacturers and exporters of crude drugs, drug- 
gists’ sundries and chemicals with a view to their representation 
on a commission basis. Particulars of the drugs and chemicals in 
which the applicant is particularly interested may be obtained by 
sritish firms on application to the Department of Overseas Trade, 
35, Old Queen Street, London, 8.W. 1. (Reference No. 196.) 

TWISTED REINFORCING CONCRETE RODS AND 
GALVANISED SHEETS.—A report, compiled from informa- 
tion furnished by H.M. Charge d’Affaires at Santo Domingo 
regarding the increasing demand in the Dominican Republic for 
twisted reinforcing concrete rods and galvanised sheets has been 
issued by the Department of Overseas Trade to firms entered on 
its Special Register. | 

Other British firms desirous of receiving a copy of this report 
should apply to the Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old 
Queen Street, London, S.W. 1. (Reference No. A.X. 1697.) 


LIMITED 


SOLE PURCHASING AND SELLING AGENCY 
GREAT BRITAIN FOR THE U.S.S.R. GOVERNMENT 


49, Moorgate, London, E.C. 2. 





RUSSIAN RAW MATERIALS OF ALL KINDS 


TIMBER FLAX 
CRUDE DRUGS 


Telephone : 


LONDON WALL ; 
6626. Turnover (since 


FURS 
PETROLEUM PRODUCTS 


establishment 


ORES METALS 


Telegrams : 
ARCOSARCOS, 
AVE, LONDON. 


in 1920), £48,094,277. 





Head Office: 


7, PRINCES STREET, E.C.2. 








MANCHESTER. 


Regd. Offices : 
7, TOKENHOUSE YARD, E.C.2, 


During alterations to premises transferred | 
to 25/31, MOORGATE, E.C.2. 


1862 


Banking Facilities. 
BRITAIN’S enterprise across the seas needs the service of a banking organisation 
specialising in individual markets. The Bank of London & South America Limited concentrates 
on the Latin-American market—with branches or agents at every point of commercial importance. 
Monthly Trade Review and Status Reports sent on Application. 





Paid-up Capital and Reserve Fund - £7,140,000. 


——$ $$ ——_— —— 


BANK OF LONDON & SOUTH AMERICA Limiteo 


Formerly THE LONDON & RIVER PLATE BANK LIMITED, with 
which is amalgamated THE LONDON & BRAZILIAN BANK LIMITED. 


Affiliated with LLOYDS BANK LIMITED. 


BRADFORD. 
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